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347 

Week Ending Friday, March 3, 2006 

Proclamation 7982—American Red 
Cross Month, 2006 

February 24, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 

Throughout our Nation’s history, Ameri-
cans have worked together to care for those 
in need. The work of the American Red 
Cross exemplifies this tradition and reflects 
the good heart of our country. This year dur-
ing American Red Cross Month, we recog-
nize this organization for its 125 years of 
faithful service to our Nation and for its con-
tinued mission to help those in need at home 
and abroad. 

Since Clara Barton founded the organiza-
tion in 1881, the American Red Cross has 
offered aid and disaster relief to millions of 
individuals. From conducting blood drives 
and arranging family communications and 
other forms of support for our troops to pro-
viding relief for victims of natural disasters, 
the American Red Cross carries out emer-
gency response around the globe. Local 
chapters help American communities re-
spond to regional catastrophes and promote 
emergency preparedness with American Red 
Cross First Aid and CPR courses. Members 
of these chapters serve their communities by 
visiting homebound seniors, mentoring 
youth, distributing hot lunches, volunteering 
at homeless shelters, and offering transitional 
housing. They also educate young people on 
violence and substance abuse prevention and 
help in hospitals and nursing homes. 

In 2005, a devastating hurricane season 
left millions displaced and homeless. The 
American Red Cross network of more than 
800 chapters and thousands of volunteers 
provided food, shelter, counseling, and care 

to more than a million Gulf Coast families. 
Working in coordination with the Inter-
national Red Cross and Red Crescent Move-
ment, the American Red Cross has also as-
sisted with relief efforts for victims of hurri-
canes and landslides in Latin America and 
the recent earthquake in South Asia. 

By donating their time and energy to self-
lessly serve others, American Red Cross vol-
unteers demonstrate the compassion and 
generosity for which Americans are known. 
Their service paves the way to a brighter fu-
ture for our citizens and people around the 
world. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America 
and Honorary Chairman of the American 
Red Cross, by virtue of the authority vested 
in me by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, do hereby proclaim March 
2006 as American Red Cross Month. I com-
mend the good work of the American Red 
Cross, and I encourage all Americans to con-
tinue to help the recovery efforts in the Gulf 
Coast region and around the world through 
volunteering their time, energy, and talents 
for others. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fourth day of February, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand six, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., February 28, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on March 1. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 
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Proclamation 7983—Irish-American 
Heritage Month, 2006 
February 24, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
The histories of Ireland and the United 

States are deeply intertwined. For genera-
tions, the sons and daughters of Ireland have 
come to America with a spirit of determina-
tion and optimism that has strengthened our 
Nation’s character and enriched our history. 
During Irish-American Heritage Month, we 
celebrate Irish Americans and the significant 
contributions they have made to our Nation. 

During the Great Potato Famine of the 
19th century, approximately 1 million Irish 
came to America. And over the last 150 years, 
millions more have come from Ireland to the 
United States. In this country, Irish Ameri-
cans have ably served in their communities, 
in the government, and in the Armed Forces. 
They have achieved great success in all walks 
of life. Actress Grace Kelly entertained us 
and influenced our culture; industrialist 
Henry Ford transformed factory production 
and transportation; and President Ronald 
Reagan dedicated himself to the spread of 
peace, liberty, and democracy, helping to 
change our country and the world. 

This month, we recognize the proud his-
tory and many accomplishments of Irish 
Americans. Our Nation is grateful for the 
role they have played in defending and re-
newing the ideals that we cherish. Their hard 
work, firm values, and strong faith have made 
our Nation a better place. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim March 2006 as 
Irish-American Heritage Month. I call upon 
all Americans to observe this month by cele-
brating the contributions of Irish Americans 
to our Nation. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fourth day of February, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand six, 
and of the Independence of the United 

States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., February 28, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on March 1. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

Interview With Doordarshan of 
India 
February 24, 2006 

India-U.S. Relations 
Q. Well, Mr. President, how is your strat-

egy partnership with India is going to shape 
up during the forthcoming visit? 

The President. Well, first of all, our stra-
tegic partnership had a great start, or a great 
impetus, when your Prime Minister came to 
visit here in Washington. We had a wonder-
ful visit. And one of the important things 
about diplomacy is to get to know your coun-
terpart. And I got to know the Prime Min-
ister and admire him as really a decent fellow 
who is smart and capable. 

And this visit will help foster not only the 
personal relationship, though, but a strategic 
partnership that is growing all the time. And 
it’s one that is very important for the Amer-
ican people, and I think, the people of India. 
This relationship between the United States 
and India can produce good results for our 
people but also will enable us to achieve 
some international objectives as well. 

Civilian Nuclear Power Program in India 
Q. Well, in the context of excellent bilat-

eral relations, which you have just men-
tioned, I think, what’s your take on the civil-
ian nuclear program? 

The President. Well, it’s a tough issue. 
It’s a tough issue for the Prime Minister; I 
understand that, and it’s a tough issue for 
me. I knew it was going to be a hard issue, 
because we have to convince—both of us 
have to convince our respective people it’s 
in the interest to have a civilian nuclear pro-
gram supported by the United States and 
India, as well as a civilian nuclear program 
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that’s separate from a military program in 
India. 

And I understood the politics was going 
to be difficult, and there’s still work to be 
done. We’ve just got to continue to come up 
with an agreement that both of us can live 
with. But the relationship is broader than just 
the civilian nuclear issue. I’ve told the Amer-
ican people, we want India to develop a civil-
ian nuclear power program. We’re all, kind 
of, connected globally, particularly when it 
comes to the price of energy. And the more 
nuclear power used by great emerging de-
mocracies and economies like India, the bet-
ter off we’ll all be. 

Q. Well, there’s an impression, as reflected 
in the U.S. media, that you are surrendering 
your interests while proposing to supply civil-
ian nuclear technology to India. What do you 
tell them? 

The President. Well, I tell them it’s in 
the interests of the world that India have a 
nuclear power industry. On the other hand, 
it’s also very important for India to under-
stand our concerns about making sure that 
there’s a—that a civilian program is separate 
from the military, and there’s the IAEA safe-
guards. And again, we’re breaking some new 
ground. I’m not surprised that it’s difficult 
to reach a consensus. And we’ll keep trying 
and working at it. 

The key thing is, though, that the people 
of India understand that our relationship is 
a vital relationship. And it’s vital on a variety 
of fronts. It’s vital when it comes to com-
merce and trade and prosperity; it’s vital on 
fighting the war on terror. I mean, the people 
of India know what terror is all about— 
you’ve been hit before. And it’s vital on work-
ing together to achieve a more peaceful 
world. And so I’m really looking forward to 
this trip. It’s going to be exciting for us. 

War on Terror 

Q. I think the—terrorism is one area— 
a joint working group has been working ex-
cellently, even before the unfortunate inci-
dent of 9/11, between India and U.S. But 
the terrorist training camps and training in-
frastructure in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 
has not been totally dismantled. How about 
a—and from the Pak-Afghan border, sir, also, 

troops are being—your troops are being tar-
geted. So how—— 

The President. Well, listen, I understand 
the war on terror is universal, and it’s very 
important for all of us to work together to 
stop the advance and the goals of these ter-
rorists. And you bring up Pakistan—it’s an 
interesting moment in our relationships with 
each other. It used to be that if America were 
close to Pakistan, then the Indian Govern-
ment—— 

Q. Yes, that zero-sum game, that is over. 
The President. It was zero-sum. And now 

I think President Musharraf understands that 
it’s important for me to have a good relation-
ship with India and vice versa. Prime Min-
ister Singh understands. And we do have a 
good relationship with both. But on my trip 
to Pakistan, I will of course talk about the 
terrorist activities, the need to dismantle ter-
rorist training camps, and to protect innocent 
life, because one of the real dangers of the 
terrorist movement is that they’ll kill inno-
cent people to achieve an objective. And 
India and President Musharraf, as well as our 
country, cares deeply about innocent life. We 
respect human life. 

Trade With India 
Q. Now about trade and commerce, which 

we are mentioning. Well, in your Asia Society 
speech—I attended; I heard it, was a spectac-
ular speech you made. 

The President. Thank you. 
Q. So you talked about this Indian middle 

class, the 300 million, which is bigger than 
U.S. 

The President. It is. 
Q. Growing, emerging market and all that. 

But still India right now contributes only 1.3 
percent of your global export. 

The President. Right. 
Q. So what’s the roadmap? 
The President. Well, the roadmap is to 

continue to work for openness, opening mar-
kets on both sides. Listen, trade, again, this 
is an issue that takes time to develop. Our 
relationship is a growing relationship, and 
we’re constantly addressing needs to make 
sure that markets are open. We are going 
to have a business CEO forum with India 
CEOs and American CEOs that will brief us 
on what more we can do together. 
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And we’re democracies. I mean, India is 
a great democracy. And democracies, there’s 
constant pressure against certain advances. 
People have their opinion, and people are 
allowed to express their opinion. And open-
ing markets is difficult. It’s difficult for a lot 
of countries, and it’s not easy for America, 
either. But the purpose of the trip is to con-
tinue to work to open up markets, because 
opening markets and free trade that’s fair 
trade will benefit workers and families on 
both sides of the trading equation. 

India-U.S. Relations 
Q. Well, military-to-military relationship is 

again another success story, new heights. It 
is every day it is reaching new heights. 

The President. Yes. 
Q. Marrying of technologies and under-

standing each other—and what about the 
same kind of cooperation in the field of de-
fense industry? 

The President. In what now? 
Q. In defense industry, joint production 

with India, America, technology transfer. 
The President. Well, as you know, there’s 

a lot of technology transfer. And I quoted 
the example of Texas Instruments having a 
plant in India’s silicon valley, a research cen-
ter, and that’s a classic case of technological 
transfer. Knowledge is technology, is the ad-
vancement of technology. And listen, this 
country has greatly benefited by Indian 
Americans, and Indians that have—with ad-
vanced degrees and degrees that have—un-
believably smart—engineering and different 
aspects of science and technology. And we 
welcome the presence of Indian students 
here in America, as well as the great con-
tribution of our Indian Americans. 

But technology transfers oftentimes re-
quire knowledge transfers, and one of the 
things about the relationship that has 
emerged is the fact there’s a lot of knowledge 
transfer between private sectors and through 
research institutions, and that’s positive. 

President’s Upcoming Visit to India 
Q. Well, the last question. This is your first 

visit to India. 
The President. It is. 
Q. While preparing to visit India and polit-

ical negotiations, have you discussed with 

Mrs. Bush how to negotiate hot Indian curry? 
[Laughter] 

The President. Well, I’m going to have 
to—I’ll have to try that on. I’ll tell you after-
wards. My one regret is that I’m not going 
to go see the Taj Mahal. And that’s not the 
fault of the Indian Government; that’s the 
fault of the George W. Bush schedulers. And 
obviously, it goes to show sometimes the 
President doesn’t get all his wishes. 

But I am really looking forward to going 
to the country. I am looking forward to meet-
ing members of the Government. I’m looking 
forward to having private time with the 
Prime Minister. And I know Laura joins me 
in telling the Indian people, thanks for 
friendship, and we can’t wait to come to your 
country. 

Q. Thank you very much. And welcome 
to India, you and Mrs. Bush. And I think 
there will be many more visits after this. 

The President. I hope so. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 11:18 a.m. in 
the Map Room at the White House for later 
broadcast and was embargoed by the Office of 
the Press Secretary until 9:00 p.m. In his remarks, 
the President referred to Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh of India; and President Pervez 
Musharraf of Pakistan. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of this interview. 
This item was not received in time for publication 
in the appropriate issue. 

Interview With Pakistan Television 
February 24, 2006 

Pakistan-U.S. Relations 
Q. Mr. President, you are paying a visit 

to Pakistan at a very crucial juncture, at a 
time when changes are being experienced in 
the region. And people of Pakistan are pin-
ning a lot of hope on your visit because they 
think many problems are there and your visit 
will play a very vital role in it. So what is 
your vision for making this trip more mean-
ingful and productive? 

The President. The first thing that’s really 
important for people to understand is that 
relations between our countries oftentimes 
depend on the relations between the leaders. 
In other words, President Musharraf and I 
can set a tone for the relationship because 
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of our capacity to talk to each other. And 
it’s important to be with each other and to 
share concerns and to talk about ideas. And 
so one object of the trip is to continue what 
is a good relationship. A good relationship 
between me and the President tends to per-
meate throughout our Government. 

Secondly, I—and one reason we’ve got a 
good relationship is, we speak frankly with 
each other. Listen, I understand he has got 
a difficult job—made really difficult by the 
fact that people have tried to kill him, as you 
know. Extremists have decided that he is a 
obstacle to their vision and therefore, have 
tried to kill him. And so he’s not only a man 
who’s shown great courage in the face of ad-
versity, but he does have a vision of how to 
work together to achieve common objectives. 

Secondly, I want the people of Pakistan 
to know that the American people care about 
them, that ours is a relationship that’s much 
bigger than just the war on terror; that when 
our Chinooks flew supplies into the rural part 
of Pakistan, it wasn’t out of a sense of just, 
kind of, pure diplomacy, it was out of a sense 
of care and concern about the individuals. 
And I understand sometimes people may 
have—wonder about our motives, wonder 
about America’s true concerns. And this will 
give me a chance to speak to the people of 
Pakistan and say, ‘‘Look, we care for you,’’ 
and remind people that in our country, 
there’s great Pakistani Americans. We’re a 
rich society because we’ve got people from 
around the world, including people who were 
born and raised in Pakistan, and have now 
chosen America as a home. And so it’s a trip 
that’s of goodwill and importance. 

Q. Mr. President, there is a common per-
ception that the relations between the 
United States and Pakistan have fluctuated 
in the past. So what measures would you sug-
gest to make it more durable and sustainable 
for the days to come and the long-time per-
spective? 

The President. Yes, that’s a really good 
question, because, again, we want people to 
understand this relationship is a vital rela-
tionship that will exist throughout the years. 
One way we can do that is increase trade 
opportunities before our countries—between 
our countries. And we’ll be talking about a 
bilateral investment treaty. 

Secondly, student exchanges. And I under-
stand there’s been some issues with visas, and 
we’ve got to work through those, because I 
believe the more Pakistani youngsters who 
come to America to study will get to really 
see what America is all about. And as more 
Americans that go there to study—will see 
what Pakistan is all about. 

And so there’s ways for us, beyond the war 
on terror—and by the way, the war on terror 
is a critical aspect of our relationship; don’t 
get me wrong. But the other thing that’s in-
teresting and I think important for the people 
of Pakistan to know is that President 
Musharraf, in his democracy initiative, can 
show the whole Muslim world, and the world 
itself, that it’s possible to have a religious— 
that is not extreme and a state that listens 
to people and responds to the needs of peo-
ple. And that’s a really important message 
that Pakistan can show the world. And I will, 
of course, continue to talk to my buddy and 
my friend about his goals for a democratic 
Pakistan. 

Kashmir 
Q. Mr. President, an early solution to the 

whole issue of Kashmir, about which you 
have also mentioned in your speech at the 
Asia Society—that is vital for the region. So, 
in your view, being a close friend of both 
Pakistan and India, what role the United 
States can play in resolving this issue? 

The President. Well, I started to play a 
role in my speech, and I spoke out on the 
issue and encouraged the President and the 
Prime Minister of India to continue down 
the road of solving the issue with a solution 
that’s acceptable to all sides. 

And that’s very important. There’s a temp-
tation sometimes for countries to try to jump 
in the middle of dialog. I believe a lasting 
solution can be achieved. I’ve seen the 
progress that’s been made in the relationship 
from when I first became President. You 
might remember an early time in my Presi-
dency; there was real tension. And now, all 
of a sudden, there’s some very encouraging 
signs—transportation exchanges—not trans-
portation exchanges—new transportation op-
portunities, trade. In just my discussions with 
both the President and the Prime Minister, 
there appears to be a different attitude. And 
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part of it has to do with trust, but there’s 
got to be tangible progress; I recognize that. 
And so I will use my trip to urge the leader-
ship to continue solving this issue, with the 
idea that it can be solved. 

Pakistani Economy 
Q. Mr. President, what economic incen-

tive would you offer to Pakistan during the 
forthcoming visit? 

The President. Well, trade is very impor-
tant. And one of the steps on a robust trading 
relationship is what’s called the Bilateral In-
vestment Treaty, and that’s an important part 
of the process. And believe me, every time 
the President talks to me, he’s talking about 
markets, and I understand that. But he also 
understands that there’s some steps needed 
before this robust trade. 

I must applaud the President’s vision for 
the Pakistan economy. And in our world, pol-
itics, there’s a lot of talk and a lot of, kind 
of, big noise. But the truth of the matter is, 
what matters is results. And Pakistan’s econ-
omy is strong, and that’s good news. That’s 
really good news for the people of Pakistan. 
First and foremost, because, obviously, if 
people can make a living and do well, they 
can see the benefits of democracy—tangible 
benefits of living in a system where people 
are free to express themselves, but where the 
marketplace is the economic determinant. 

War on Terror 
Q. Coming to another subject, what strat-

egy the United States has adopted for con-
quering terrorism in Pakistan, in a very holis-
tic manner? 

The President. First of all, freedom de-
feats an ideology of hatred. And the enemy— 
I say ‘‘the enemy’’ because they’ll kill— 
they—innocent Pakistanis; they kill innocent 
Americans. We need—more Muslims have 
died at the hands of Al Qaida and these ex-
tremists than anybody else. These—I don’t 
view these people as religious people. I view 
them as people who have taken a great reli-
gion and kind of twisted it to meet their 
means. 

And so they have a vision. And it’s not a 
vision—it’s a vision that doesn’t recognize the 
freedom of people to worship. It’s a vision 
that doesn’t understand the—that recognize 

the importance of women in society or free 
speech. And so the way to defeat that vision 
is with a better vision, more hopeful, and de-
mocracy provides that vision. 

We are in close coordination, of course, 
with the Government of Pakistan. We share 
a mutual interest. Nobody should want for-
eign fighters in their soil wreaking havoc. 
And it’s hard for a part of a country to de-
velop if there are people in that part of the 
country that are willing to kill innocent life 
to achieve an objective. And so we share 
short-term objectives with the Pakistani Gov-
ernment. We also share the long-term objec-
tive, and that is—that’s freedom. 

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 
The President. I’m looking forward to the 

trip. And I really appreciate you coming. 
Q. Thank you very much. I’m grateful and 

honored. 
The President. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at approximately 
11:20 a.m. in the Map Room at the White House 
for later broadcast and was embargoed by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary until 9:00 p.m. In his 
remarks, the President referred to President 
Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan; and Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh of India. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this inter-
view. This item was not received in time for publi-
cation in the appropriate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
February 25, 2006 

Good morning. On Sunday and Monday, 
I will meet with America’s Governors during 
their annual gathering in Washington, DC. 
As a former Governor, I appreciate the work 
of these fine public servants. I look forward 
to talking with them about the challenges and 
opportunities facing their States and our Na-
tion and discussing how leaders of both par-
ties can work together to solve problems for 
our citizens. 

One of the most important issues we will 
discuss is how to improve health care for the 
American people, and we have a good exam-
ple in the Medicare system that provides 
health care coverage for our seniors. When 
I took office, I found a Medicare system that 
would pay tens of thousands of dollars for 
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a surgery but not the money for the prescrip-
tion drugs that could have prevented the sur-
gery in the first place. So working with Con-
gress, we passed critical legislation that mod-
ernizes Medicare, provides seniors with more 
choices, and gives them better access to pre-
scription drugs. 

More than 25 million people with Medi-
care now have prescription drug coverage, 
and hundreds of thousands more are enroll-
ing each week. This new coverage is saving 
seniors money on their drug premiums. The 
typical senior will end up spending about half 
of what they used to spend on prescription 
drugs each year. 

Another issue I will discuss with Governors 
is how to keep America the most innovative 
and competitive nation in the world. In my 
State of the Union Address, I announced the 
American Competitiveness Initiative. Under 
this initiative, we will double the Federal 
commitment to the most critical basic re-
search in the physical sciences over the next 
decade. We will also make the research and 
development tax credit permanent to encour-
age businesses and entrepreneurs to increase 
their investments in innovation. These invest-
ments will lead to new technologies that will 
offer a better life for our citizens and keep 
our economy strong. 

My Competitiveness Initiative will also 
give American children a firm grounding in 
math and science to prepare them for the 
jobs of the 21st century. I propose that we 
train 70,000 additional high school teachers 
over the next 5 years to lead Advanced Place-
ment courses in math and science and bring 
in 30,000 math and science professionals to 
teach in classrooms and give extra help to 
students who struggle with math. By ensur-
ing that our children are prepared to succeed 
in life, we will ensure that America’s econ-
omy succeeds in the world. 

When I meet the Governors, I will also 
talk about our energy strategy. I propose an 
Advanced Energy Initiative to take advantage 
of new technologies. Under this initiative, we 
will change how we power our homes and 
offices by investing in clean coal technology, 
solar and wind power, and clean, safe nuclear 
energy. And we will change how we power 
our cars and trucks by investing in hybrid 
vehicles, pollution-free cars that run on hy-

drogen, and alternative fuels like ethanol and 
biodiesel. By applying the talent and innova-
tive spirit of our citizens, we will move be-
yond a petroleum-based economy, protect 
our environment, and make America less de-
pendent on foreign sources of energy. 

I’ll also discuss with Governors our 
progress in the war on terror. The States are 
playing a vital role in the war effort through 
the contributions of their National Guard 
units. During the past 2 years, many Gov-
ernors have traveled to Iraq or Afghanistan 
to visit with the men and women from their 
States who are serving in freedom’s cause. 
These Governors have seen firsthand the 
courage of our troops and their dedication 
to the mission. Last month, Arkansas Gov-
ernor Mike Huckabee visited Iraq and Af-
ghanistan with three of his fellow Governors. 
He said, ‘‘People back home need to realize 
just how proud they should be of our men 
and women here. It is obvious these troops 
remain upbeat and focused on ridding the 
world of terrorists.’’ 

To improve health care, keep America 
competitive, achieve greater energy inde-
pendence, and protect our Nation, we must 
put aside politics and focus on what is best 
for the future of our country. America’s Gov-
ernors are good allies in this effort, and I 
look forward to working with them in the 
year ahead. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
February 24 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on February 
25. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 24 but 
was embargoed for release until the broadcast. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of this address. 

Remarks at a Dinner for the Nation’s 
Governors 
February 26, 2006 

Good evening. Welcome to the White 
House. Laura and I are glad you’re here. We 
really look forward to this evening. It’s good 
to see some old friends, and I want to wel-
come two new Governors—Governor 
Corzine and Governor Tim Kaine. It happens 
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to be his birthday. The First Lady said he 
was tired of getting birthday songs, so we’ll 
skip it. [Laughter] 

We’ve also got some Governors here who 
will be here for the last time—some by 
choice, some by law. We thank you for your 
service. One of them happens to be Brother. 
Come on back, you know. But all of you who 
won’t be back here, thank you for serving 
your States and our country. 

I like being around Governors. Governors 
know how to set agendas; Governors know 
how to rally people to convince the legisla-
ture to get results; Governors are results-ori-
ented people. So I picked a few for my Cabi-
net, including two Mikes—Mike Leavitt and 
Mike Johanns. They’re doing great jobs. I ap-
preciate the rest of my Cabinet being here, 
even though you aren’t Governors. [Laugh-
ter] You’re welcome to have a meal. [Laugh-
ter] 

Look forward to working with you to help 
shape the future of the country. You know, 
I told the people, we don’t need to fear the 
future because we intend to shape the future. 
And Governors play a big role in that. You 
got a big role in helping to protect our coun-
try, and I want to thank you for under-
standing we’re still at war and that we need 
your solid support in defending our country. 
Our most important duty is to protect the 
American people. 

Our economy is strong, and I mean to keep 
it that way, with good tax policy, both at the 
Federal and State level. We’ve got to make 
sure we’re less dependent on foreign sources 
of oil to keep our economy strong. We’ve 
got to make sure that our education system— 
make sure every child is educated, and with 
special emphasis on math and science. This 
country is a great country, and we’ve led the 
world, and we’ll continue to lead the world. 
And I look forward to working with you on 
such an agenda. 

This is historic times, and I know you know 
that. And so I want to thank you for your 
service to our great Nation. I want to thank 
you for bringing dignity and honor to the of-
fices you hold. And so now I’d like to offer 
a toast to the Governors of the United States. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:03 p.m. in the 
State Dining Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gov. Jon S. Corzine of 

New Jersey; Gov. Tim Kaine of Virginia, and his 
wife, Anne Holton; and Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida. 

Remarks to the National Governors 
Association Conference 

February 27, 2006 

Good morning. Thanks for coming. I en-
joyed it last night; I hope you did too. It was 
a lot of fun. And thank you all for giving me 
a chance to come by. What I thought I’d do 
is say a few things and then answer some 
questions, if you have any. 

We have got a chance to achieve some big 
things for the country, to lay the stage for 
peace and to keep America in the lead. And 
these are goals that both Republicans and 
Democrats should share. You know, there’s 
a lot of politics here in Washington, so it’s— 
when you say, ‘‘Well, you know, it’s a Repub-
lican goal to make America competitive,’’ I 
just don’t agree with that. It should be a na-
tional goal. It’s a national goal to protect our 
people. And therefore, it requires a lot of 
collaboration throughout all aspects of gov-
ernment. And no better collaborators to im-
plement good policy than our Governors. So 
thanks for giving me a chance to come and 
share some insights with you. 

First, one question that ought to be con-
fronting everybody is, how do we keep this 
economy of ours strong? A couple of notable 
exceptions, like our friends in Michigan and 
Ohio in particular—maybe Washington 
State—the overall economy is in great shape. 
People are working; productivity is up; peo-
ple own their homes; small businesses are 
flourishing. And the fundamental question is, 
what can we do together to keep it that way? 
Part of it is to be wise with taxpayers’ money. 

I congratulate the States that have done 
a good job of increasing their surpluses; it’s 
a good thing. I can remember a couple of 
years ago when we were a little worried about 
deficits at the State level. That’s changed. 
Surplus and tax policy—wise with people’s 
money—all go hand in hand in terms of mak-
ing sure America remains competitive. I be-
lieve if you take money out of people’s pock-
ets, it hurts economic vitality and growth. 
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* White House correction. 

I know full well that in order for us to 
be competitive, two other things have to hap-
pen. One is, we’ve got to be less dependent 
on foreign sources of oil. Told the people, 
shocked them pretty much when I was stand-
ing up there as the guy from Texas saying 
our dependency upon oil creates a problem. 
But I meant it. Dependency upon oil has cre-
ated an economic problem for us. It chal-
lenges our economic security, because when 
demand for oil goes up relative to supply 
worldwide, it causes the price at the pump 
to go up. It’s like a hidden tax on our people 
when gasoline prices go up. Dependence on 
foreign sources of oil creates a national secu-
rity problem. You hear parts of the world 
where there is disruption in oil supply as a 
result of local politics, for example; it affects 
the United States of America. 

I spend a lot of time worrying about dis-
ruption of energy because of politics or civil 
strife in other countries or because tyrants 
control the spigots. And it’s in our national 
interest that we become less dependent on 
oil. And so we’ve laid out a strong initiative 
to encourage Congress to continue to spend 
research and development money to enable 
us to power our automobiles through addi-
tional uses of ethanol; to expand E–85 be-
yond just the current regional—the region 
where it’s being—where the corn is being 
grown, to be able to use other types of bio-
mass to fuel our cars. We think we’re very 
close to that kind of breakthrough. Hybrid 
batteries are going to make an enormous dif-
ference in our capacity to drive the first 40 
miles in urban centers without the use of any 
gasoline. Hydrogen automobiles eventually 
are going to make a huge difference in ena-
bling us to become less dependent on foreign 
sources of oil. 

We’ve got to expand solar power. I went 
to a facility there in Michigan to see a fan-
tastic company called United Solar. I don’t 
mean to be pushing them, but nevertheless, 
they’re making a great product. I remember 
going out to Colorado to the facility out 
there, the research facility on alternative uses 
of energy. We’ve got fantastic chances to ad-
vance this really important agenda, and we 
look forward to working with you to do so. 
It’s one of these issues where when we con-
tinue to make these technological break-

throughs, we’ll leave behind a better tomor-
row for our children and grandchildren. 

The other issue that I know we can work 
together and must work together is to make 
sure our children are not only educated in 
reading and writing but also in math and 
science. America must be competitive in the 
out years. We’ve got to have our—we’ve got 
to be educating the future physicists and en-
gineers. And we look forward to working with 
you to help make math and science in our 
classrooms more of a reality. 

As well, we’re planning on doubling the 
amount of Federal research dollars for basic 
sciences. And recognizing that most of the 
research in the United States is done at the 
corporate level, to make the research and de-
velopment tax credit a permanent part of the 
Tax Code. It’s really hard to get our compa-
nies to invest in research and development 
if there’s uncertainty in the Tax Code, and 
Congress allows the R&D tax credit to lapse, 
and when it lapses, planners say, ‘‘Well, I’m 
not sure it’s going to be around, so why do 
we want to make investment?’’ So making 
the R&D tax code [credit] * a permanent part 
of our Tax Code will help spur continued 
research and technology. Technology is going 
to help us stay competitive; it’ll help us be 
the most productive society in the world, 
which means our people’s standard of living 
is going to go up. 

So here are some things we can work on, 
to get rid of all of the kind of needless politics 
that tends to be dominating the landscape 
these days and focus on things that will help 
this country remain the leader in the world 
when it comes to the economy. 

I also want to thank those of you who have 
set up faith-based offices. I’m sincere about 
working with State and local governments to 
rally the great armies of compassion. And I 
know that some 32 States have set up faith- 
based offices, and I appreciate you doing 
that. It’s really an important part of making 
sure our social agenda is comprehensive and 
complete. 

I wish I could report to you that the war 
on terror is over. It’s not. An enemy still 
lurks. They’re dangerous people, and it re-
quires a comprehensive strategy to defeat, 
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and part of it, of course, is making sure our 
homeland is secure. If you have any ques-
tions on the NSA decision, I’ll be glad to give 
it to you—be glad to answer them. 

The other part of the offense—of the strat-
egy is to stay on the offense, is to keep them 
on the run. And to this end, I want to thank 
you for supporting our Guard troops. Many 
of you have been overseas and have seen our 
Guard troops in action. And I can’t thank 
you enough for not only supporting the 
troops in harm’s way but providing great 
comfort to their families as well. 

Ultimately, the defeat of the terrorists is 
not only defeat them overseas so we don’t 
have to face them here at home but as well, 
it’s to spread liberty and freedom. And the 
freedom agenda is a powerful part of our 
country’s desire to lay the foundation for 
peace. And it’s making a difference. It’s mak-
ing a difference. I know one of the debates 
about the freedom agenda is, ‘‘Well, elections 
cause certain things to happen that you may 
not want to happen.’’ No, elections are only 
the beginning of the process; they’re not the 
end. Elections, plus a focused foreign policy 
effort that helps build the institutions of de-
mocracy, is what is going to be necessary to 
ultimately defeat the hateful ideology of 
those who would do our country harm. 

It’s an interesting debate that’s going to 
take place here in Washington, or is taking 
place in Washington: Do elections cause 
radicalism or empower radicals? My answer 
is, the status quo empowered radicals. This 
notion that somehow the Middle East was 
a safe place for the last 30 years—because 
we didn’t see, kind of, the turmoil that hap-
pens with elections, meant we were safe, I 
just totally disagree with that, kind of the— 
beneath the surface that appeared placid, the 
policymakers, was resentment and hatred 
and planning and plotting, all of which came 
home on September the 11th. 

And I believe this country has got to be 
aggressive in our pursuit of democracy and 
liberty, based upon our firm belief that there 
are such things as the natural rights of men 
and women. After all, that’s what caused our 
founding, that there is universality to liberty. 
And we shouldn’t be surprised when 11 mil-
lion Iraqis go to the polls and demand free-
dom in the face of unbelievable terrorist at-

tacks. That shouldn’t surprise America. We 
ought to say, we recognize that spirit. And 
it is that spirit that’s ultimately going to be 
able to say, we’ve kept the peace for our chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

And so we can work together on these im-
portant issues, and I thank you for giving me 
a chance for me to come by and visit with 
you about them. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in the 
State Dining Room at the White House. 

Proclamation 7984—Establishment 
of the African Burial Ground 
National Monument 
February 27, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
In Lower Manhattan, at the corners of 

Duane and Elk Streets, lies an undeveloped 
parcel of approximately 15,000 square feet 
that constitutes a remaining portion of New 
York City’s early African Burial Ground. The 
site is part of an approximately 7-acre Na-
tional Historic Landmark established on 
April 19, 1993. From the 1690s to the 1790s, 
the African Burial Ground served as the final 
resting place of enslaved and free Africans 
in New York City, New York. It contains the 
remains of those interred, as well as the ar-
cheological resources and artifacts associated 
with their burials. Prior to the date of this 
proclamation, the site was administered by 
the General Services Administration (GSA), 
and it will be the location of a memorial, to 
be constructed soon according to a design 
selected on April 29, 2005, through a com-
petition conducted by the GSA with the par-
ticipation of the National Park Service (NPS) 
and other interested parties. 

Whereas the African Burial Ground Na-
tional Monument will promote under-
standing of related resources, encourage con-
tinuing research, and present interpretive op-
portunities and programs for visitors to better 
understand and honor the culture and vital 
contributions of generations of Africans and 
Americans of African descent to our Nation; 
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Whereas section 2 of the Act of June 8, 
1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431) (the ‘‘An-
tiquities Act’’) authorizes the President, in his 
discretion, to declare by public proclamation 
historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric 
structures, and other objects of historic or 
scientific interest that are situated upon lands 
owned or controlled by the Government of 
the United States to be national monuments, 
and to reserve as a part thereof parcels of 
land, the limits of which in all cases shall be 
confined to the smallest area compatible with 
the proper care and management of the ob-
jects to be protected; 

Whereas it would be in the public interest 
to preserve the portion of the African Burial 
Ground at the corner of Duane and Elk 
Streets in New York City, and certain lands 
as necessary for the care and management 
of the historic and scientific objects therein, 
as the African Burial Ground National 
Monument; 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by the authority vested in me by section 2 
of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 
U.S.C. 431), do proclaim that there are here-
by set apart and reserved as the African Bur-
ial Ground National Monument for the pur-
pose of protecting the objects described 
above, all lands and interests in lands owned 
or controlled by the Government of the 
United States with the boundaries described 
on the accompanying land description, which 
is attached and forms a part of this proclama-
tion. The Federal land and interests in land 
reserved consist of approximately 15,000 
square feet, which is the smallest area com-
patible with the proper care and manage-
ment of the objects to be protected. 

All Federal lands and interests of lands 
within the boundaries of this monument are 
hereby appropriated and withdrawn from all 
forms of entry, location, selection, sale, or 
leasing or other disposition under the public 
land laws, including, but not limited to, with-
drawal from location, entry, and patent under 
mining laws, and from disposition under all 
laws relating to mineral and geothermal leas-
ing. 

The Secretary of the Interior (Secretary), 
acting through the NPS, shall administer the 
national monument consistent with the pur-

poses and provisions of this proclamation and 
applicable laws and regulations governing 
management of units of the national park sys-
tem. For the purposes of preserving, inter-
preting, and enhancing public understanding 
and appreciation of the national monument 
and its meaning to society, the Secretary, act-
ing through the NPS, shall develop an inter-
agency agreement with the Administrator of 
General Services and, within 3 years of the 
date of this proclamation, prepare a manage-
ment plan for the national monument. The 
management plan shall, among other provi-
sions, set forth the desired relationship of the 
national monument to other related re-
sources, programs, and organizations in New 
York City and other locations, provide for 
maximum public involvement in its develop-
ment, and identify steps to be taken to pro-
vide interpretive opportunities for the en-
tirety of the National Historic Landmark and 
related sites in New York City. Further, to 
the extent authorized by law, the Secretary, 
acting through the NPS, shall promulgate any 
additional regulations needed for the proper 
care and management of the objects identi-
fied above. 

The establishment of this monument is 
subject to valid existing rights. 

Nothing in this proclamation shall be 
deemed to revoke any existing withdrawal, 
reservation, or appropriation; however, the 
national monument shall be the dominant 
reservation. 

Warning is hereby given to all unauthor-
ized persons not to appropriate, injure, de-
stroy, or remove any feature of this monu-
ment and not to locate or settle upon any 
lands thereof. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-seventh day of Feb-
ruary, in the year of our Lord two thousand 
six, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., March 1, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on March 2. 
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Proclamation 7985—Women’s 
History Month, 2006 
February 27, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
For generations, women across our great 

land have helped make our country stronger 
and better. They have improved our commu-
nities and played a vital role in achieving jus-
tice and equal rights for all our citizens. Dur-
ing Women’s History Month, we celebrate 
the many contributions women make to our 
society. 

At the end of the 19th century, pioneers 
Jane Addams and Ellen Starr opened the 
doors of Hull House to serve impoverished 
and immigrant families in the Chicago com-
munity. Presidential Medal of Freedom win-
ner Annie Dodge Wauneka worked to edu-
cate her native Navajo community about pre-
venting and treating disease. In 1955, Rosa 
Parks refused to give up her seat on a city 
bus in Montgomery, Alabama, helping to in-
spire a nationwide movement for equal jus-
tice under the law. Recently, our Nation said 
goodbye to another remarkable American 
woman and courageous civil rights leader, 
Coretta Scott King, who helped call America 
to its founding ideals. 

Today, the United States of America re-
mains a country that offers the greatest free-
dom on Earth and believes in the promise 
of all individuals. Women continue to 
strengthen our Nation and the world by ex-
celling as leaders in all walks of life, including 
business, law, politics, family life, education, 
community service, science, medicine, and 
the arts. The brave women who wear the uni-
form of the United States Armed Forces are 
helping to lay the foundations of peace and 
freedom for generations to come. This 
month, I encourage all Americans to join me 
in celebrating the extraordinary achieve-
ments and contributions of American 
women. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim March 2006 as 

Women’s History Month. I call upon all 
Americans to observe this month with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities to honor the 
history, accomplishments, and contributions 
of all American women. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-seventh day of Feb-
ruary, in the year of our Lord two thousand 
six, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
12:05 p.m., March 1, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on March 2. 

Remarks at a Republican Governors 
Association Reception 
February 27, 2006 

The President. Thanks for the warm wel-
come. Be seated—unless you don’t have a 
seat. [Laughter] 

Mitt, thank you for that wonderful intro-
duction. That columnist is pretty much alone 
in your State of Massachusetts—[laughter]— 
but I appreciate it. Appreciate your leader-
ship of the RGA. I want to thank Sonny. I 
call him ‘‘Big Buddy Perdue.’’ [Laughter] He 
is a big buddy. And I want to thank Matt 
Blunt as well and Melanie and Ann Romney. 
Thank you all very much for taking a strong 
leadership role. 

One of the things you find out about suc-
cessful Governors is they marry well. Same 
thing happens for Presidents. [Laughter] 
And I am married really well. 

I want to thank you all for supporting peo-
ple who know how to get things done. You 
know, in our line of work there’s a lot of talk-
ers—sometimes there’s not many doers; a lot 
of people who have got opinions, but often-
times people can’t roll up their sleeves and 
achieve agendas. And the folks you’re sup-
porting here today are people who know how 
to set agendas, make decisions based upon 
principle, and get things done on behalf of 
our country by running their State. Thank 
you for supporting them, and thank the Gov-
ernors for being such strong leaders. 
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I enjoy working with the Governors. I 
know how these folks think. And they know 
what I know, that we are a nation at war. 
They are the commanders in chief of their 
respective National Guard units, many of 
which have been deployed overseas. And I 
want to thank our Governors and the first 
ladies for understanding the task ahead for 
our country, for supporting those who wear 
the uniform, and for reaching out to the fami-
lies who worry about their loved ones. Our 
Governors, these Governors are on the front-
line in the war against terror, and I thank 
you for your steadfast support. 

They, like me, will never forget the lessons 
of September the 11th. Our Nation must 
never forget the lessons of September the 
11th, for the greatest duty of our respective 
governments—Federal Government and 
State government—is to protect the Amer-
ican people. The security of our citizens is 
of paramount importance to my administra-
tion, to many in the Congress, as well as our 
Governors. 

The way to win the war on terror is to 
stay on the offense, is to defeat the killers 
overseas so we do not have to face them here 
in America, is to be relentless in our pur-
suit—never give in, never give up, and keep 
the enemy on the run, which is precisely 
what we’re doing. 

In order to win the war on terror, it is 
really important for the President to speak 
clearly, and when he says something, means 
what he says. And so when I said to the 
world, if you harbor a terrorist, you’re equally 
as guilty as the terrorist, I meant what I said, 
and the Taliban found out exactly that the 
United States of America keeps its word. And 
today, because we upheld that doctrine, 
America is a safer place. Al Qaida no longer 
has a safe haven in which to plan and plot 
an attack, and 25 million people are enjoying 
the fruits of liberty. 

A lesson of September the 11th is that 
when we see a threat, we must take the threat 
seriously. When a lot of us were growing up, 
oceans—we felt oceans could protect us from 
harm; that if we saw a threat overseas, we 
could deal with it if we wanted to or not, 
because we were safe. September the 11th 
changed that forever. September the 11th 
taught us that when we see threats brewing 

or materializing, we must take them seri-
ously. I saw a threat; the world saw a threat; 
people of both political parties in the United 
States Congress saw a threat—and that was 
Saddam Hussein. The world is better off 
without Saddam Hussein in power. 

Many of our Governors have been to Iraq, 
and I thank them for supporting our troops 
in harm’s way. We’ve got a strategy for vic-
tory in Iraq. Our strategy—our goal is to 
make sure that Iraq can govern itself and sus-
tain itself and defend itself, will become an 
ally in the war on terror and not be a safe 
haven for Al Qaida, which wants to plan and 
plot and use the oil wealth to strike America 
again. 

Our strategy is threefold. One, we’ll help 
rebuild that country so people see the fruits 
of democracy. Two, we’ll encourage a polit-
ical system that will take into account the 
voices of the people. You saw what I saw: 
11 million Iraqis made their voices abun-
dantly clear: ‘‘We want to be free’’—in the 
face of terror. They decided to vote in over-
whelming numbers. 

The leaders of Iraq rejected this notion 
that a suicider and a thug and a terrorist can 
create civil war. They’re interested in a uni-
fied government that will allow the people 
to express their will, a unified government 
that will give young mothers and fathers the 
hope that their children can grow up in a 
peaceful society. 

The third part of our strategy is to train 
the Iraqis so they can take the fight to the 
enemy, and that’s exactly what’s happening. 
The Iraqis are standing up, and as they do, 
we will stand down. I know many of you are 
concerned about the troop levels. I know our 
Governors are worried about the troop levels 
in Iraq. Here’s my response: I will determine 
the troop levels in Iraq, one, necessary to 
achieve victory, based upon the rec-
ommendations of our commanders, not 
based upon politics in Washington, DC. 

Ours is an enemy that has no conscience, 
but they do have a philosophy. They’re totali-
tarian in nature. They’re fascist in their tac-
tics. They will spare no life in order to 
achieve their objective. Their aims are clear. 
They believe the United States is weak and 
flaccid; it’s only a matter of time before we 
withdraw and create vacuums into which 
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their awful ideology can flow and in which 
they can achieve their objectives. They do 
not understand the United States of America. 
We will not flinch in the face of their terror. 
We will not let thugs and assassins determine 
the foreign policy of the United States. We 
will stay in the fight and we will the fight 
for the security of the United States of Amer-
ica. 

In the long run, the way to defeat an ide-
ology of darkness is with an ideology of hope 
and light. And that ideology is based upon 
liberty, the fundamental rights of men and 
women to live in a free society. I believe— 
I believe that deep within everybody’s soul 
is the desire to be free. So I wasn’t surprised 
when 11 million people voted. I wasn’t sur-
prised when the Afghans fought off the ter-
rorists. I’m not surprised when people take 
to streets in Lebanon demanding their free-
dom. Freedom is on the march. And by hav-
ing freedom on the march, we’re laying the 
foundation of peace for generations to come. 

It’s not easy work. It’s hard work. But this 
nation has done that kind of work before. 
I want to remind you that after World War 
II, America didn’t abandon the world; we 
helped our enemies rebuild to become de-
mocracies. World War II and World War I 
cost our country dearly in the number of lives 
lost. But today, because we stuck with the 
principle that liberty is universal and democ-
racies yield the peace, Europe is whole, free, 
and at peace. 

And in Japan—you know, my dad went, 
many of your relatives have fought the Japa-
nese; they were the sworn enemy of the 
United States of America. And yet today, 
some 60 years after World War II ended, 
I can sit down at the table with one of my 
close friends in the international arena, the 
Prime Minister of Japan, talking about keep-
ing the peace. And what happened, Japan 
took on a Japanese-style democracy, and de-
mocracies and liberty convert enemies into 
allies. In order to lay the foundation of peace 
for generations to come, this country of ours 
must never forget the lessons of history and 
be confident in the universal values that can 
change the world to be a peaceful world. 

And my fellow Governors understand that, 
and I appreciate your courage, and I appre-
ciate your strong support. And I appreciate 

your steadfast will in the face of—in the face 
of the enemy. 

And here at home we’ve got a strong agen-
da as well. Mitt was right—this economy of 
ours has overcome a lot. It’s overcome reces-
sion and war and terrorist attacks and cor-
porate scandals and hurricanes and high en-
ergy prices. Yet, we’re strong and we’re get-
ting stronger. And one of the reasons why 
is, we understand that when you let people 
keep more of their own money, they will save 
and spend and invest and cause this economy 
to get going. Our economy grew at 31⁄2 per-
cent last year. Unemployment is 4.7 percent. 
We’ve added 4.7 million new jobs since Au-
gust of 2003. Productivity is on the rise. 
Homeownership is at an alltime high. More 
minorities own a home today than ever be-
fore in our Nation’s history. 

And yet, these are times of uncertainty. 
There’s competition in the global economy. 
People are changing jobs quite often. There’s 
kind of an unsettling feeling here in the 
United States of America. And the funda-
mental question is, what do we do as we head 
into the future? Some say let us retreat; let’s 
isolate ourselves from the world—or let’s 
protect ourselves with artificial walls. That’s 
not the attitude of me or our Governors. 
We’re confident about the future because we 
intend to shape the future and keep the 
United States of America as the leading 
economy in the world. 

To keep this economy growing, we’ve got 
to keep progrowth economic policies in place 
not only at the Federal level but at the State 
level. You know, there’s a lot of talk here 
in Washington about the deficit. I’m con-
cerned about the deficit too. But don’t fall 
prey to those who say all you’ve got to do 
is raise the taxes and balance the budget— 
that’s not how Washington works. Here’s the 
way Washington works: They’re going to run 
up your taxes, and they’re going to figure out 
new ways to spend the money. The best way 
to deal with the deficit is keep taxes low. 
Congress needs to make the tax relief perma-
nent. 

On the one hand, you have progrowth eco-
nomic policies that create economic wealth 
and generate new revenues for the Treasury. 
On the other hand, we’ve got to be wise 
about how we spend your money. I’m looking 
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forward to working with Congress on yet an-
other lean budget that focuses on priority, 
a budget that doesn’t try to be all things to 
all people, a budget that recognizes we can 
cut our deficit in half by 2009 if we’re fiscally 
sound with your money. And the Governors 
understand fiscal sanity. And I appreciate the 
surpluses you have. Don’t be calling on us 
for any more money. [Laughter] 

To keep this economy strong, we’ve got 
to make sure we have a flexible economy. 
And to make this economy stay the most 
competitive economy in the world, we’ve got 
to be smart about legal policy. We’ve got too 
many lawsuits in the United States of Amer-
ica, junk lawsuits that are driving capital away 
from job creation. We strongly believe in 
legal reform in order to make sure this econ-
omy remains the best economy in the world. 
I thank our Governors for tort reform. 

We’ve got a problem: We’re hooked on oil. 
I know that might surprise some of you to 
hear a Texan say that, but if we want to be 
the leading economy in the world, we have 
got to spend money on research and develop-
ment to get us off of oil. Oil creates an eco-
nomic problem for us. Because of rising de-
mand in places like China and India relative 
to the supply of oil, we’re finding it causes 
your price of gasoline to go up at the pump. 
That hurts our economy. Dependency upon 
oil also creates a national security issue. 

Let me put it bluntly: Sometimes we rely 
upon oil from people that don’t like us. And 
therefore, in order to make sure we’re not 
only competitive but to make sure we’re na-
tionally secure, we have got to figure out new 
ways to power our automobiles, ways like 
ethanol and plug-in hybrid battery vehicles. 
And to make sure that we’re less dependent 
on oil, we’ve got to have clean coal tech-
nology, nuclear power, as well as solar and 
wind power. This administration looks for-
ward to working with the Governors to get 
us unhooked from foreign sources of energy. 

Man, I’ve got a lot to say tonight, except 
Laura said, ‘‘Keep it short.’’ [Laughter] I’m 
a wise man; I always listen to my wife. 
[Laughter] 

But I do want to share another concern 
of mine, and that is, unless our children have 
got—are well grounded in math and science, 
the jobs of the 21st century are going to go 

elsewhere. And our Governors understand 
that. Our Governors also understand that it’s 
important for the Federal Government, as 
well as private companies, to invest in re-
search and development so that we’re always 
on the leading edge of technological change. 
And so I’m proposing to Congress that we 
double the Federal funding for basic re-
search in the physical sciences. And I’m say-
ing to Congress as clearly as I can, let’s make 
the research and development tax credit a 
permanent part of the Tax Code so our cor-
porations can accurately plan for investment 
that is necessary to make sure America is the 
most competitive nation in the world. 

Finally, I look forward to working with our 
Governors to make sure the No Child Left 
Behind Act is fully implemented. The No 
Child Left Behind Act says, first of all, these 
guys know what to do when it comes to run-
ning the schools. We believe in local control 
of schools. But it does say, in return for Fed-
eral money, we expect there to be high stand-
ards and measurement to make sure every 
child learns how to read and write and add 
and subtract. And if we find a child who can-
not read and write early on, we’ll correct 
those problems early, before it’s too late. We 
strongly believe every child in America 
should learn, and we expect every single 
school to teach. 

And I look forward to working with our 
Governors to apply that same rigor of ac-
countability, particularly in our junior high 
grades, for math and science. Because we be-
lieve and we know that not only can every 
child learn but that when we ground our stu-
dents in the skills necessary to be good engi-
neers and good physicists and good chemists 
and good scientists, the United States of 
America will continue to be the preeminent 
economy in the world in the 21st century. 

So ours is an agenda that is optimistic and 
hopeful. We believe in America. We believe 
in the ingenuity of the American people. We 
understand the power of this country lies in 
our people, not in our halls of Government. 
And we also understand the true strength of 
America lies in the hearts and souls of our 
citizens. And so I want to thank our Gov-
ernors for setting up faith-based and commu-
nity-based offices to help rally the vast num-
bers in the armies of compassion that help 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 18:54 Mar 08, 2006 Jkt 208250 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P09MRT4.003 P09MRT4



362 Feb. 27 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

heal broken hearts, that surround people 
with love who are lonely. 

See, we recognize that Government is not 
an agent of love; Government is law and jus-
tice. Government can hand out money, but 
it cannot put hope in a person’s heart or 
sense of purpose in a person’s life. That’s 
done when a kind, decent soul who has heard 
the universal call to love a neighbor just like 
you’d like to be loved yourself opens his or 
her arms and helps mentor a child, helps 
somebody to read, helps somebody find food 
if they’re hungry and shelter if they’re home-
less. Our Governors are on the forefront of 
a conservative and compassionate agenda, 
and I’m proud to stand with you. 

So I’ve come to thank our Governors. And 
I’ve come to thank you all for helping our 
Governors. These are good, decent, honor-
able men and women who deserve your sup-
port, and you’ve given it. So thanks for doing 
it. I’m looking forward to working with our 
Governors to make this country to continue 
to be the greatest land on the face of the 
Earth. I love my job. They love their jobs. 
And collectively, we love representing the 
people of the United States of America. 
Thanks for coming, and God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:48 p.m. at the 
National Building Museum. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. Mitt Romney of Massachusetts and 
his wife, Ann; Gov. Sonny Perdue of Georgia; 
Gov. Matt Blunt of Missouri and his wife, 
Melanie; and Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi 
of Japan. 

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency Blocking 
Property of Persons Undermining 
Democratic Processes or Institutions 
in Zimbabwe 
February 27, 2006 

On March 6, 2003, by Executive Order 
13288, I declared a national emergency 
blocking the property of persons under-
mining democratic processes or institutions 
in Zimbabwe, pursuant to the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1701–1706). I took this action to deal with 
the unusual and extraordinary threat to the 
foreign policy of the United States con-

stituted by the actions and policies of certain 
members of the Government of Zimbabwe 
and other persons to undermine Zimbabwe’s 
democratic processes or institutions, thus 
contributing to the deliberate breakdown in 
the rule of law in Zimbabwe, to politically 
motivated violence and intimidation in that 
country, and to political and economic insta-
bility in the southern African region. On No-
vember 22, 2005, I issued Executive Order 
13391 to take additional steps with respect 
to the national emergency declared in Execu-
tive Order 13288 and to block the property 
of additional persons undermining demo-
cratic processes or institutions in Zimbabwe. 

Because the actions and policies of these 
persons continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the foreign policy of the 
United States, the national emergency de-
clared on March 6, 2003, and the measures 
adopted on that date and on November 22, 
2005, to deal with that emergency, must con-
tinue in effect beyond March 6, 2006. There-
fore, in accordance with section 202(d) of the 
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 
1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year the na-
tional emergency with respect to persons un-
dermining democratic processes or institu-
tions in Zimbabwe. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
February 27, 2006. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:05 a.m., February 28, 2006] 

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on February 28, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on March 1. 

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to 
Zimbabwe 
February 27, 2006 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
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the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent to the Federal Register for publi-
cation the enclosed notice stating that the 
national emergency blocking the property of 
persons undermining democratic processes 
or institutions in Zimbabwe is to continue 
in effect beyond March 6, 2006. The most 
recent notice continuing this emergency was 
published in the Federal Register on March 
4, 2005 (70 FR 10859). 

The crisis constituted by the actions and 
policies of certain members of the Govern-
ment of Zimbabwe and other persons to un-
dermine Zimbabwe’s democratic processes 
or institutions has not been resolved. These 
actions and policies pose a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the foreign 
policy of the United States. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary 
to continue this national emergency and to 
maintain in force the sanctions to respond 
to this threat. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
February 27, 2006. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on February 28. 

Remarks Following a Discussion 
With Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi of Italy and an Exchange 
With Reporters 
February 28, 2006 

President Bush. We’ll have some opening 
statements. I will answer two questions from 
the U.S. side. The Prime Minister will answer 
two questions from the Italian side. 

I welcome my friend to the Oval Office. 
Every time I meet with the Prime Minister 
my spirits are raised because he is such a 
positive, optimistic person. The Prime Min-
ister is a strong leader. He’s a man of his 
word. He has brought stability to the Italian 
Government. Obviously, it’s important for an 

American President to be able to work with 
somebody in a consistent manner, and I ap-
preciate the stability that the Prime Minister 
has brought to our close ally and friend. 

We had a lot of discussion on important 
issues. We discussed the war on terror, and 
I thanked the Prime Minister for his strong 
leadership. We discussed the NATO role in 
Afghanistan. We discussed Iraq and the need 
for strong allies to continue to support the 
democracy movement there. I sought the 
Prime Minister’s opinions on Iran. It was a 
very constructive dialog. 

And finally, I want to thank the people of 
Italy for hosting the Winter Olympics. You 
did a wonderful job. I know firsthand how 
good a job you did because my wife reported 
back. She loved her experience. And so con-
gratulations to the Government and the peo-
ple of Italy for hosting these magnificent 
games. And welcome. 

Prime Minister Berlusconi. Thank you 
very much, Mr. President, for your words of 
appreciation which gave me a lot of satisfac-
tion. On my behalf, I have to say that coming 
here and meeting the leader of a friendly 
country is the reason for me to go along the 
path that we decided to follow. It makes me 
firm in that. 

The consensus and agreements which we 
always have stems from the fact that we share 
the same values. We both believe the prob-
lem affecting the world—is to spread democ-
racy. Because only through democracy there 
can be freedom, and only through freedom 
can human beings give the best of them-
selves. 

Therefore, I think we can say that we’re 
lucky because the biggest democracy of the 
world has such a leader who sees problems 
affecting the world so clearly and proceeds 
and follows so firmly in this direction. Presi-
dent Bush and the American people have 
found a firm and sound ally in my Govern-
ment. 

After 9/11, we both decided to carry out 
military operations in Afghanistan. And I 
think we both gave strong support in the re-
construction of Iraq and in the construction 
of democracy in that country. And we express 
our appreciation and we’re very close to the 
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American people because of the many vic-
tims that terrorism has caused. I want to reas-
sure President Bush and his people that 
when an American soldier dies for the cause 
of democracy and freedom in that country, 
we feel that and consider that as a loss for 
ourselves. But we will continue along this 
path because we are convinced, as President 
Bush has said, that only if all democratic 
states join together we can bring democracy 
and peace all over the world. 

President Bush. Welcome. Tom [Tom 
Raum, Associated Press]. 

Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, there was some more 

sectarian violence today in Iraq. There have 
been hundreds, maybe thousands, killed 
since the bombing of the mosque. Do you 
fear an all-out civil war? And will the events 
of Iraq of the last few days affect prospects 
for a U.S. drawdown? 

And to the Prime Minister, do you still 
want to withdraw Italian troops by the end 
of the year? 

President Bush. The United States 
strongly condemns the bombing of holy sites. 
We believe people should be allowed to wor-
ship freely. Obviously, there are some who 
are trying to sow the seeds of sectarian vio-
lence. They destroy in order to create chaos, 
and now the people of Iraq and their leaders 
must make a choice. The choice is chaos or 
unity. The choice is a free society or a society 
dictated by the—by evil people who will kill 
innocents. 

This weekend, I spoke to seven of the Iraqi 
leaders. They understood the seriousness of 
the moment. They have made their choice, 
which is to work toward a unity government. 
The Iraqi people made their choice. Last De-
cember, 11 million people, in defiance of the 
terrorists and the killers, went to the polls 
and said, we want to be free. 

Prime Minister Berlusconi. We have an-
nounced a plan to progressively withdraw our 
troops, which should be completed—we 
have to be completed by the end of this year. 
And this plan has been agreed upon also to-
gether with our allies and with the Iraqi Gov-
ernment. Because this what is going to be 
possible—why this will be possible. 

President Bush. Yes. 

Prime Minister Berlusconi. Why is this 
going to be possible? Because we have, all 
together with our allies, trained the Iraqi 
troops and the Iraqi soldiers and the law en-
forcement so that the Iraqi Government 
itself will be able to guarantee the security 
of its people through their own forces. 

So as far as the province which is under 
our control is concerned, we have 3,000 sol-
diers there, troops which will be withdrawn 
by the end of this year. But we have trained 
10,000 law enforcement people who can 
guarantee the respect of peace. 

Questions, Italian. 

Italy-U.S. Relations 

[The reporter spoke in Italian, and the ques-
tion was translated by an interpreter.] 

Q. The first question is to President Bush. 
Should the center left win in Italy, since they 
have different views from President 
Berlusconi, will the relations between the 
United States and Italy continue to be as they 
are? Will they be proved worse? And then 
with a question to Prime Minister 
Berlusconi, Prodi has just declared that 
President Bush has just organized for Presi-
dent—for Prime Minister Berlusconi a fare-
well party? 

Prime Minister Berlusconi. You have a 
possibility to answer no comment. 

President Bush. That’s right, yes. [Laugh-
ter] No, look, it’s—obviously, there’s an elec-
tion. There must be an election, so the ques-
tion is about pure politics. I have—my rela-
tionship is not a political relationship with 
this man; it’s a strategic relationship. And this 
strategic relationship is important for both 
our peoples, and it’s important to help lay 
the foundations for peace. Okay? [Laughter] 

Caren [Caren Bohan, Reuters]. 

Dubai Ports World/Homeland Security 
Q. Mr. President, since you’re the final ar-

biter of the Dubai Ports deal, are you still 
inclined to approve it? And do you stand by 
your veto threat? 

President Bush. My position hasn’t 
changed to my message to the Congress. And 
I appreciate the fact that the companies con-
cerned have asked the Congress for a review 
of all the security implications. 
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Let me just make something clear to the 
American people: If there was any doubt in 
my mind or people in my administration’s 
mind that our ports would be less secure and 
the American people endangered, this deal 
wouldn’t go forward. And I can understand 
people’s consternation because the first thing 
they heard was that a foreign company would 
be in charge of our port security, when in 
fact, the Coast Guard and Customs are in 
charge of our port security. Our duty is to 
protect America, and we will protect Amer-
ica. 

On the other hand, this company is buying 
a British company that manages the ports. 
And by the way, there are a lot of foreign 
companies managing U.S. ports. And so my 
question to the Members of Congress as they 
review this matter is, one, please look at the 
facts. And two, what kind of signal does it 
send throughout the world if it’s okay for a 
British company to manage the ports, but not 
a company that has been secure—been 
cleared for security purposes, from the Arab 
world? So I look forward to a good, consistent 
review. You don’t need to interpret. That’s 
a U.S. question. 

One at a time. 

Italy-U.S. Relations 

[The reporter spoke in Italian, and the ques-
tion was translated by an interpreter.] 

Q. Just a few minutes ago, President Bush 
praised stability. I would like to know from 
both of you what role did stability play in 
your personal relationship and in the rela-
tionship between the two countries? 

President Bush. Well, first of all, a per-
sonal relationship is based upon mutual trust. 
And I have found Silvio to be a person of 
his word. Look, sometimes we don’t agree, 
but at least you know where he stands. He 
is—and that matters, by the way, for a person 
to keep his word. In politics, people always 
try to look the easy—find the easy path. I 
like somebody who makes up his mind based 
upon principle. 

And obviously there’s a practical reason 
why it’s important to have stability. Because 
if a government is changing every year, it re-
quires a person in my position to constantly 
have to reacquaint yourself. And that’s what 
I meant by stability. It’s much easier to make 

common policy when you’re dealing with a 
person from one year to the next. 

Prime Minister Berlusconi. As far as I’m 
concerned, I can only add that we brought 
into politics the values which pertain to the 
world of work and business, and the world 
of sport. Because in politics, people changing 
frequently their minds and positions are con-
sidered to be professional. [Laughter] While 
on the contrary in the world of business or 
the world of sports, a person who changes 
constantly his position and never keeps his 
promises is cornered or even set outside. 

President Bush. Thank you. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:43 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. A reporter re-
ferred to Romano Prodi, candidate for Prime Min-
ister of Italy. Prime Minister Berlusconi spoke 
partly in Italian, and those portions of his remarks 
were translated by an interpreter. 

Proclamation 7986—Save Your 
Vision Week, 2006 
February 28, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Many Americans suffer from diseases and 

disorders of the eye that can affect their vi-
sion and quality of life. During Save Your 
Vision Week, we highlight how basic eye care 
and protection can help citizens maintain and 
enjoy healthy eyesight. 

An important part of ensuring physical 
well-being includes making healthy choices 
and adopting habits that can prevent disease 
and injury. Many of the problems that lead 
to blindness each year can be avoided with 
simple steps to protect the eyes, such as 
wearing sunglasses and using protective 
eyewear while working in hazardous environ-
ments or participating in sports. 

Because the first noticeable symptom of 
many eye diseases is often vision loss, early 
detection is vital. As a result of the Medicare 
Modernization Act, diabetes screenings and 
glaucoma tests for eligible beneficiaries are 
now covered by Medicare as a part of an ini-
tial physical exam for new Medicare bene-
ficiaries. Medicare also covers glaucoma 
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screenings for beneficiaries with diabetes 
who are at high risk or have a family history 
of the disease. I encourage America’s seniors 
to act to preserve their vision by taking ad-
vantage of this health care benefit. And I 
urge all Americans to have regular eye exami-
nations as part of their health care routines. 

By raising awareness about the importance 
of preventing eye problems and the measures 
citizens can take to protect their vision and 
by providing greater access for the detection 
and treatment of eye diseases, we can con-
tinue to work toward a healthier Nation 
where more Americans enjoy the gift of 
healthy vision. 

The Congress, by joint resolution ap-
proved December 30, 1963, as amended (77 
Stat. 629; 36 U.S.C. 138), has authorized and 
requested the President to proclaim the first 
week in March of each year as ‘‘Save Your 
Vision Week.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim March 5 through March 
11, 2006, as Save Your Vision Week. I en-
courage all Americans to make eye care and 
eye safety an important part of their lives. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-seventh day of Feb-
ruary, in the year of our Lord two thousand 
six, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
12:05 p.m., March 1, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on March 2. 

Proclamation 7987—To Implement 
the Dominican Republic-Central 
America-United States Free Trade 
Agreement 
February 28, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
1. On August 5, 2004, the United States 

entered into the Dominican Republic-Cen-

tral America-United States Free Trade 
Agreement (the ‘‘Agreement’’) with Costa 
Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua (the 
‘‘Agreement countries’’). The Agreement was 
approved by the Congress in section 101(a) 
of the Dominican Republic-Central Amer-
ica-United States Free Trade Agreement Im-
plementation Act (the ‘‘Act’’) (Public Law 
109–53, 119 Stat. 462) (19 U.S.C. 4001 note). 

2. Section 105(a) of the Act authorizes the 
President to establish or designate within the 
Department of Commerce an office that 
shall be responsible for providing administra-
tive assistance to panels established under 
Chapter Twenty of the Agreement. 

3. Section 201 of the Act authorizes the 
President to proclaim such modifications or 
continuation of any duty, such continuation 
of duty-free or excise treatment, or such ad-
ditional duties, as the President determines 
to be necessary or appropriate to carry out 
or apply Articles 3.3, 3.5, 3.6, 3.21, 3.26, 3.27, 
and 3.28, and Annexes 3.3 (including the 
schedule of United States duty reductions 
with respect to originating goods), 3.27, and 
3.28 of the Agreement. 

4. Consistent with section 201(a)(2) of the 
Act, each Agreement country is to be re-
moved from the enumeration of designated 
beneficiary developing countries eligible for 
the benefits of the Generalized System of 
Preferences (GSP) on the date the Agree-
ment enters into force with respect to that 
country. 

5. Consistent with section 201(a)(3) of the 
Act, each Agreement country is to be re-
moved from the enumeration of designated 
beneficiary countries under the Caribbean 
Basin Economic Recovery Act (CBERA) (19 
U.S.C. 2701 et seq.) on the date the Agree-
ment enters into force with respect to that 
country, subject to the exceptions set out in 
section 201(a)(3)(B) of the Act. 

6. Consistent with section 213(b)(5)(D) of 
the CBERA, as amended by the United 
States-Caribbean Basin Trade Partnership 
Act (CBTPA) (Public Law 106–200), each 
Agreement country is to be removed from 
the enumeration of designated CBTPA bene-
ficiary countries on the date the Agreement 
enters into force with respect to that country. 
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7. Section 203 of the Act provides certain 
rules for determining whether a good is an 
originating good for the purpose of imple-
menting preferential tariff treatment under 
the Agreement. I have decided that it is nec-
essary to include these rules of origin, to-
gether with particular rules applicable to cer-
tain other goods, in the Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule of the United States (HTS). 

8. Section 203(o) of the Act authorizes the 
President to determine that a fabric, yarn, 
or fiber is not available in commercial quan-
tities in a timely manner in the United States 
and those Agreement countries for which the 
Agreement has entered into force, and to add 
any such fabric, yarn, or fiber to the list in 
Annex 3.25 of the Agreement in a restricted 
or unrestricted quantity; to eliminate a re-
striction on the quantity of a fabric, yarn, or 
fiber within 6 months after adding the fabric, 
yarn, or fiber to the list in Annex 3.25 of 
the Agreement in a restricted quantity; and 
to restrict the quantity of, or remove from 
the list in Annex 3.25 of the Agreement, cer-
tain fabrics, yarns, or fibers. 

9. Section 209 of the Act authorizes the 
President to take certain enforcement actions 
relating to trade with the Agreement coun-
tries in textile or apparel goods. 

10. Sections 321–328 of the Act authorize 
the President to take certain actions in re-
sponse to a request by an interested party 
for relief from serious damage or actual 
threat thereof to a domestic industry pro-
ducing certain textile or apparel articles. 

11. Executive Order 11651 of March 3, 
1972, as amended, established the Com-
mittee for the Implementation of Textile 
Agreements (CITA) to supervise the imple-
mentation of textile trade agreements. 

12. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974 
(the ‘‘1974 Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 2483), as amend-
ed, authorizes the President to embody in 
the HTS the substance of relevant provisions 
of that Act, or other acts affecting import 
treatment, and of actions taken thereunder. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
acting under the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, including but not limited to sections 
105(a), 201, 203, 209, and 321–328 of the 
Act, section 301 of title 3, United States 

Code, and section 604 of the 1974 Act, do 
proclaim that: 

(1) In order to provide generally for the 
preferential tariff treatment being accorded 
under the Agreement to El Salvador, to set 
forth rules for determining whether goods 
imported into the customs territory of the 
United States are eligible for preferential tar-
iff treatment under the Agreement, to pro-
vide certain other treatment to originating 
goods for the purposes of the Agreement, to 
provide tariff-rate quotas with respect to cer-
tain goods, to reflect the removal of El Sal-
vador from the enumeration of designated 
beneficiary developing countries for pur-
poses of the GSP, to reflect the removal of 
El Salvador from the enumeration of des-
ignated beneficiary countries for purposes of 
the CBERA and the CBTPA, and to make 
technical and conforming changes in the gen-
eral notes to the HTS, the HTS is modified 
as set forth in Annex I of Publication No. 
3829 of the United States International 
Trade Commission, entitled ‘‘Modifications 
to the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States to Implement the Dominican 
Republic-Central America-United States 
Free Trade Agreement With Respect to El 
Salvador’’ (‘‘Publication 3829’’), which is in-
corporated by reference into this proclama-
tion. 

(2) In order to implement the initial stage 
of duty elimination provided for in the 
Agreement, to provide tariff-rate quotas with 
respect to certain goods, and to provide for 
future staged reductions in duties for origi-
nating goods for purposes of the Agreement, 
the HTS is modified as provided in Annex 
II of Publication 3829, effective on the dates 
specified in the relevant sections of such 
publication and on any subsequent dates set 
forth for such duty reductions in that publica-
tion. 

(3) The Secretary of Commerce is author-
ized to exercise my authority under section 
105(a) of the Act to establish or designate 
an office within the Department of Com-
merce to carry out the functions set forth 
in that section. 

(4) The CITA is authorized to exercise my 
authority under section 203(o) of the Act to 
determine that a fabric, yarn, or fiber is not 
available in commercial quantities in a timely 
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manner in the United States and those 
Agreement countries for which the Agree-
ment has entered into force, and to add any 
such fabric, yarn, or fiber to the list in Annex 
3.25 of the Agreement in a restricted or unre-
stricted quantity; to eliminate a restriction on 
the quantity of a fabric, yarn, or fiber within 
6 months after adding the fabric, yarn, or 
fiber to the list in Annex 3.25 of the Agree-
ment in a restricted quantity; to restrict the 
quantity of, or remove from the list in Annex 
3.25 of the Agreement, certain fabrics, yarns, 
or fibers; and to establish procedures gov-
erning the submission of a request for any 
such determination and to ensure appro-
priate public participation in any such deter-
mination. 

(5) The CITA is authorized to exercise my 
authority under section 209 of the Act to sus-
pend or deny preferential tariff treatment to 
textile or apparel goods; to detain textile or 
apparel goods; and to deny entry to textile 
or apparel goods. 

(6) The CITA is authorized to exercise my 
authority under sections 321–328 of the Act 
to review requests and to determine whether 
to commence consideration of such requests; 
to cause to be published in the Federal Reg-
ister a notice of commencement of consider-
ation of a request and notice seeking public 
comment; and to determine whether imports 
of a textile or apparel article of an Agreement 
country are causing serious damage, or actual 
threat thereof, to a domestic industry pro-
ducing an article that is like, or directly com-
petitive with, the imported article. 

(7) The CITA, after consultation with the 
Commissioner of Customs (the ‘‘Commis-
sioner’’), is authorized to consult with rep-
resentatives of an Agreement country for the 
purpose of identifying particular textile or ap-
parel goods of that country that are mutually 
agreed to be handloomed, handmade, or 
folklore articles as provided in Article 3.21 
of the Agreement. The Commissioner shall 
take actions as directed by the CITA to carry 
out any such determination. 

(8) The United States Trade Representa-
tive is authorized to exercise my authority  

under section 104 of the Act to obtain advice 
from the appropriate advisory committees 
and the United States International Trade 
Commission on the proposed implementa-
tion of an action by presidential proclama-
tion; to submit a report on such proposed 
action to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees; and to consult with those congres-
sional committees regarding the proposed 
action. 

(9) The United States Trade Representa-
tive is authorized to modify U.S. note 20 to 
subchapter XXII of chapter 98 of the HTS 
in a notice published in the Federal Register 
to reflect modifications pursuant to para-
graph (4) of this proclamation by the CITA 
to the list of fabrics, yarns, or fibers in Annex 
3.25 of the Agreement. 

(10)(a) The amendments to the HTS made 
by paragraphs (1) and (2) of this proclama-
tion shall be effective with respect to goods 
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for 
consumption, on or after the relevant dates 
indicated in Annex II to Publication 3829. 

(b) Except as provided in paragraph 
(10)(a) of this proclamation, this proclama-
tion shall be effective with respect to goods 
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for 
consumption, on or after March 1, 2006. 

(11) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such 
inconsistency. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-eighth day of February, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand six, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
12:05 p.m., March 1, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on March 2. 
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Memorandum on Export-Import 
Bank Programs for or in Libya 
February 28, 2006 

Presidential Determination No. 2006–11 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: Export-Import Bank Programs for or 
in Libya 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States of America, including sections 620A 
and 621 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961, as amended (22 U.S.C. 2371 and 
2381), section 113 in Division J of the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act, 2005 (Public 
Law 108–447): 

1. I hereby determine that: 
(a) national security interests justify a 

waiver of the prohibition in sub-
section (a) of section 620A of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 with re-
spect to the provision of assistance 
under the Export-Import Bank Act of 
1945, as amended (12 U.S.C. 635 et 
seq.), for Libya; and 

(b) it is important to the national security 
interests of the United States that di-
rect loans, credits, insurance, and 
guarantees of the Export-Import 
Bank or its agents may be made avail-
able for or in Libya, notwithstanding 
section 507 or similar provisions in 
the Foreign Operations, Export Fi-
nancing, and Related Programs Ap-
propriations Act, 2005 (Division D of 
Public Law 108–447), or prior acts 
making appropriations for foreign op-
erations, export financing, and related 
programs. 

2. I hereby waive, through the date that 
is 24 months from the date of this memo-
randum, the prohibition in subsection (a) of 
section 620A of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961 with respect to the provision of assist-
ance under the Export-Import Bank Act of 
1945, as amended, for Libya. 

3. The function of the President under 
subsection (d) of section 620A of the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961 is assigned to the Sec-
retary of State, effective on the date that is 
22 months from the date of this memo-

randum, with respect to provision of assist-
ance under the Export-Import Bank Act of 
1945, as amended, for Libya. 

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit this determination to the Congress and 
publish it in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
President Hamid Karzai of 
Afghanistan and an Exchange With 
Reporters in Kabul, Afghanistan 
March 1, 2006 

President Karzai. Well, such a wonderful 
moment for us in Afghanistan today to have 
our great friend, our great supporter, a man 
that helped us liberate, a man that helped 
us rebuild, a man that helped us move toward 
the future, President Bush, today with us in 
Afghanistan. 

I conveyed upon President Bush’s arrival 
to him that when the Afghan people come 
to know that you are here today—but when 
they see on the television that we did not 
provide you the kind of hospitality perhaps 
we want to provide you, I’ll be in serious 
trouble. [Laughter] But I’ll have a lot of ex-
plaining to do to the Afghan people. 

Mr. President, welcome to Afghanistan. 
We owe a great, great deal in this country’s 
rebuilding—peace, democracy, the strong 
steps toward the future—to your support, to 
your leadership, to the American people, and 
to the way you have given your hand to the 
Afghan people. 

I’m not going to go into the details of all 
that you’ve done for us—it’s from the defeat 
of terrorism, to peace in Afghanistan, to de-
mocracy, to reconstruction, to the success of 
the whole process. Thank you very much, 
Mr. President, and welcome to Afghanistan. 

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. Thank you for having me. Laura and 
I are honored to be here. It’s such a thrill 
to come to a country which is dedicating itself 
to the dignity of every person that lives here. 

First of all, I want to thank you for the 
fantastic lunch we just had. I did get a taste 
of Afghanistan hospitality, and it’s good. I ap-
preciate you introducing me to many of the 
leaders of your Government. I’m impressed 
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by their dedication to making sure the experi-
ence that you’re going through, experience 
of growing a democracy that honors and re-
spects all, is successful. 

One of the messages I want to say to the 
people of Afghanistan is, it’s our country’s 
pleasure and honor to be involved with the 
future of this country. We like stories of 
young girls going to school for the first time, 
so they can realize their potential. We appre-
ciate a free press. We are enthralled when 
we see an entrepreneurial class grow up 
where people are able to work and realize 
their dreams. We understand the importance 
of having a well-trained military dedicated to 
the sovereignty of the country and to the 
peace of the people. And we’re impressed 
by the progress that your country is making, 
Mr. President. A lot of it has to do with your 
leadership. 

Today I not only had a good long visit with 
my friend, the President, but we had a good 
visit with a lot of the folks who make this 
Government work. From here, I’ll go to cut 
a ribbon at our new Embassy. The Embassy 
should be a clear statement to the people 
of Afghanistan that we’re dedicated to help-
ing. And then I’m going to go out to the base 
and thank some of our troops who are here 
to protect our country and, at the same time, 
help the people of Afghanistan protect them-
selves. 

One of the things I told Mr. President, 
told the members of your team and your 
Cabinet and the Government is that people 
all over the world are watching the experi-
ence here in Afghanistan. I hope the people 
of Afghanistan understand that, as democ-
racy takes hold, you’re inspiring others. And 
that inspiration will cause others to demand 
their freedom. And as the world becomes 
more free, the world will become more 
peaceful. And so I come as a friend, an ally, 
and a person like you, dedicated to peace. 
Thank you for having me. 

President Karzai. Well, I guess we take 
some questions, Mr. President? 

President Bush. Why don’t we take a cou-
ple. 

President Karzai. Two on each side? 
President Bush. Sure. 
President Karzai. All right. 

President Bush. We’ll start with the Af-
ghans. Terry [Terence Hunt, Associated 
Press], please—— 

President Karzai. He’s a guest. He’s a 
guest. 

President Bush. Guests first? You don’t 
know who he is. 

President Karzai. Please, go ahead. 
President Bush. He’s Terry by the way. 

AP. You might have seen him before. 
President Karzai. Yes, we’ve seen him 

before. 
President Bush. He asked you a very dif-

ficult question last time. 
President Karzai. He did? Well—— 
President Bush. Hopefully he’ll tone it 

down some—— 

Usama bin Laden 
Q. I’d like to ask you, Mr. President, there 

was a time when you talked about getting 
Usama bin Laden dead or alive. Why is he 
still on the loose 5 years later? And are you 
still confident that you’ll get him? 

President Bush. I am confident he will 
be brought to justice. What’s happening is, 
is that we got U.S. forces on the hunt for 
not only bin Laden but anybody who plots 
and plans with bin Laden. There are Afghan 
forces on the hunt for not only bin Laden 
but those who plot and plan with him. We’ve 
got Pakistan forces on the hunt. And part 
of my message to President Musharraf is, is 
that it’s important that we bring these people 
to justice. He understands that. After all, 
they’ve tried to kill him four times. So we’ve 
got a common alliance, all aimed at routing 
out people who are evildoers, people who 
have hijacked a great religion and kill inno-
cent people in the name of that religion. 

We’re making progress of dismantling Al 
Qaida. Slowly but surely we’re bringing the 
people to justice, and the world is better for 
it, as a result of our steady progress. 

You want to ask somebody? 
President Karzai. Yes. I’ll ask Reuters. 
Q. Yes, please. Thank you, sir—— 
President Bush. Oh, no, no—— 
President Karzai. There’s international 

Reuters; there’s Afghan Reuters. 
President Bush. He didn’t mean to. 

Sorry. 
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Q. Mr. President, allow me to welcome 
you to Afghanistan first. 

President Bush. Thank you. 
Q. And I would like to ask you a couple 

of questions, if I may. 
President Bush. Sure. 

Afghanistan/Iran 

Q. Regarding the worsening situation in 
Afghanistan, the Afghan Government says 
that most of the violence emanates from 
Pakistan. Will you be discussing in any way 
the issue of violence in Afghanistan with Pak-
istani authorities? 

President Bush. Absolutely. 
Q. And my second question is regarding 

Iran’s nuclear program—— 
President Bush. Yes. 
Q. Iran states that its nuclear program is 

for peaceful purposes, but you seem to doubt 
them. There seems to be some sort of stand-
off. Do you not think that the standoff will 
affect the security of the region, and do you 
think there is a way out of this standoff? 

President Bush. Great. First, yes, I abso-
lutely will bring up the cross-border infiltra-
tions with President Musharraf. These infil-
trations are causing harm to friends, allies, 
and cause harm to U.S. troops. And that will 
be a topic of conversation. It’s an ongoing 
topic of conversation. 

Secondly, Iran must not have a nuclear 
weapon. The most destabilizing thing that 
can happen in this region and in the world 
is for Iran to have a—develop a nuclear 
weapon. And so the world is speaking with 
one voice to the Iranians that it’s okay for 
you to have a civilian power—nuclear power 
operation, but you shall not have the means, 
the knowledge, to develop a nuclear weapon. 

And so we’ve joined with Russia as part 
of a diplomatic effort to solve this problem 
that says, Russia will provide enriched ura-
nium to its civilian nuclear powerplant and 
will collect the uranium after it’s been used 
in the plant. 

I’ll repeat to you, the most destablizing 
thing that can happen is for Iran to have a 
nuclear weapon. And we will work with 
friends and allies to convince them not to. 

Steven [Steve Holland, Reuters]. 

India 
Q. Sir, you’re going on to India from here. 

How close are you to sealing a nuclear agree-
ment with India? And what does it mean for 
the trip if you don’t get one? 

President Bush. Our relationship with 
India is broader than our discussions about 
energy. Ours is a strategic relationship. It is 
a relationship that’s got strong ties because 
of economics and our military, our desire to 
help democracies such as Afghanistan. Our 
people are talking to the Indians today on 
the plane, and we’ll be doing so when we 
land in New Delhi about trying to come to 
an agreement on a civilian nuclear power 
agreement. 

But as I said in my speech in Washington, 
this is a difficult issue. It’s a difficult issue 
for the Indian Government; it’s a difficult 
issue for the American Government. And so 
we’ll continue to dialog and work, and hope-
fully we can reach an agreement. If not, we’ll 
continue to work on it until we do. It’s in 
our interests and the interests of the United 
States. It’s in the interests of countries 
around the world that India develop a nu-
clear power industry because that will help 
alleviate demand for fossil fuels. And by alle-
viating demand for fossil fuels, it takes the 
price off of gasoline at the pump. And so 
the faster the Indian economy grows, the 
more fuel they demand, the more fuel they 
demand—it affects our gas prices; it affects 
your gas prices. 

So what we’re trying to do is have an inter-
national consortium that will enable coun-
tries to develop nuclear power industries in 
safe ways, ways that will prevent prolifera-
tion, and ways that will enable nations to 
meet their energy needs without excessive 
consumption of fossil fuels. 

President Karzai. I will give a chance to 
the Afghan Television, for once. 

Afghanistan-U.S. Cooperation 

[The reporter spoke in a foreign language, 
and the remarks were translated by an inter-
preter.] 

Q. Your Excellency President Bush, most 
welcome to Afghanistan and wish you a 
pleasant stay. The question is by a reporter 
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from Afghanistan National Radio and Tele-
vision. It has been 4 years since the presence 
of the international forces in Afghanistan. 
However, the security situation is increas-
ingly deteriorating. What will be your long- 
term security policy to Afghanistan? And the 
second part of the question is, how will the 
U.S. policy be affected in regards to Afghani-
stan if Usama and Mullah Omar are cap-
tured? 

President Bush. It’s not a matter of if 
they’re captured or brought to justice, it’s 
when they’re brought to justice. The United 
States is here at the request of an Afghan 
Government elected by the people. We 
signed an agreement in the Oval Office in 
Washington, DC, with the duly elected Presi-
dent of your country, President Karzai. It’s 
an agreement that sets out a strategic rela-
tionship. It’s an important relationship for 
our country. It’s an important relationship for 
Afghanistan. 

But it’s important for the people of Af-
ghanistan to recognize that we’re here by 
mutual consent. We want to be here. We 
want to be here to help Afghanistan grow 
its democracy and to defeat those who will— 
can’t stand the thought of freedom. 

The President has talked to me a lot about 
this issue, assures me that the Government 
is sincere in its request that the United States 
and coalition help Afghanistan grow its de-
mocracy. Our commitment is firm. Our de-
sire is to see this country flourish and set 
a great example not only in the neighborhood 
but around the world. 

See, I hope—I hope people of Afghanistan 
understand the people of America have 
great—got great regard for human life and 
human dignity, that we care about the plight 
of people. We—when we saw the devastation 
in Pakistan, we were quick to respond with 
help because we care about people. When 
we heard 73,000 people lost their lives and 
2.5 million people were displaced from their 
homes, it broke our hearts. When we see 
HIV/AIDS ravishing an entire continent of 
Africa, we care. 

I’m going to repeat what I said before: We 
like stories, and expect stories, of young girls 
going to school in Afghanistan. It means a 
lot to the American people to hear the Presi-
dent say that. It means a lot for people to 

realize that there is an entrepreneurial class 
that’s beginning to grow. We believe in hope, 
which is the exact opposite of the ideology 
of the bin Ladens of the world and the 
Taliban. 

In our country, you can worship freely. 
You’re equally American if you’re a Christian, 
Muslim, Hindu, or Jew. You’re equally 
American if you don’t believe in an Almighty. 
Under the Taliban and Usama bin Laden, 
there is no religious freedom. You have no 
chance to express yourself in the public 
square without being punished. There is no 
capacity to realize your full potential. And 
so we’re committed; we’re committed to uni-
versal values. We believe—we believe every-
body desires to be free. And we know that 
history has taught us that free societies yield 
peace. And that’s what we want. We want 
peace for our children, and we want peace 
for the Afghan children as well. 

President Karzai. Good. Wonderful. 
Great. Thank you very much. 

President Bush. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:52 p.m. at the 
Presidential Palace. In his remarks, he referred 
to Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida ter-
rorist organization; and President Pervez 
Musharraf of Pakistan. A reporter referred to 
Mullah Omar, head of the deposed Taliban re-
gime in Afghanistan. 

Remarks at a Dedication Ceremony 
for the New United States Embassy 
in Kabul 
March 1, 2006 

Thank you for the warm welcome. I 
thought I’d just drop in to cut a ribbon. 
[Laughter] Ambassador, Laura and I are 
honored to join you. And Mr. President, 
thank you for joining us. 

The President just hosted a great Afghan 
lunch. The hospitality of the Afghan people 
is well known, and I enjoyed that hospitality, 
Mr. President. Thank you. 

I appreciate the Secretary of State joining 
me. I’m proud to call Condi Rice friend; 
America is proud to call her Secretary of 
State. I appreciate Ron Neumann’s service. 
There’s nothing wrong with a son following 
in his father’s footsteps. [Laughter] When we 
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rolled by the old Embassy, he told me that 
it was his dad that cut the ribbon as the Am-
bassador from the United States to Afghani-
stan. And here we are about to open a brand 
new Embassy with a proud son and a great 
representative of our country, Ambassador 
Ron Neumann, cutting the ribbon. 

History sometimes spins an interesting 
tale, doesn’t it, and such a tale is being spun 
today of public service. I want to thank all 
of my fellow citizens for working so far away 
from home on an incredibly important mis-
sion. I want to thank the Embassy personnel, 
as well as our United States military per-
sonnel for being on the frontline of freedom’s 
march. I know it’s a hard job, away from your 
families—a long way from your families, hav-
ing just flown 17 hours to get here. 

But it’s a vital mission. It’s historic in its 
nature. This is the kind of mission that some-
day, the Secretary of State will be speaking 
to Foreign Service officers and relaying the 
stories and the tales and the toils of those 
who served in Afghanistan in 2006. And so 
I congratulate you on your hard work, and 
I thank you on behalf of a grateful nation. 

I also want to thank the Foreign Service 
nationals who are here as well, those citizens 
of Afghanistan who are helping our folks to 
accomplish a big mission. I am struck by the 
story that our Embassy was kept open and 
guarded during the days of the Taliban. And 
when Afghanistan was liberated, there were 
Afghan nationals here to turn over the keys 
to the Embassy. For those of you who are 
guarding our Embassy, thank you. For those 
of you who carry on their legacy, I thank you 
as well. We welcome your help; we’re hon-
ored with your presence today. 

I’ve been honored to welcome Afghan citi-
zens to Washington on a fairly regular basis. 
Laura and I have hosted brave men and 
women, who are dedicated to democracy and 
freedom, in Washington. One thing they al-
ways ask me—they ask me with their words, 
and they ask me with their stares, as they 
look into my eyes—is the United States firm-
ly committed to the future of Afghanistan? 
That’s what they want to know. My answer 
is, ‘‘Absolutely.’’ It’s in our Nation’s interest 
that Afghanistan develop into a democracy. 
It’s in the interests of the United States of 
America for there to be examples around the 

world of what is possible. That it’s possible 
to replace tyrants with a free society in which 
men and women are respected, in which 
young girls can go to school to realize their 
full potential, in which people are able to 
realize their dreams. 

And so my message to the people of Af-
ghanistan is, take a look at this building. It’s 
a big, solid, permanent structure, which 
should represent the commitment of the 
United States of America to your liberty. I 
firmly believe the work that we’re doing to-
gether is laying the foundation of peace for 
generations to come. And I want to thank 
you for sharing that mission. 

May God bless America and you and your 
families, and may God’s blessings rain on the 
good people of Afghanistan. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:31 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Hamid Karzai 
of Afghanistan. 

Remarks to United States and 
Coalition Troops at Bagram Air Base, 
Afghanistan 
March 1, 2006 

Thanks for having us. Laura and I are hon-
ored to be here in Afghanistan with you. It’s 
a real pleasure to be with our country’s finest 
citizens. I want to thank General Eikenberry 
and General Freakley and all those who are 
taking responsibility to make sure we com-
plete our mission. 

I particularly want to thank the members 
of the United States Army and Marines and 
Air Force and Navy who are here. Laura and 
I thank the civilian contractors who are here. 
I—really pleased to be with the 10th Moun-
tain Division—‘‘Climb to Glory.’’ 

I know it’s not easy to be away from home, 
but I want you to understand that you’re on 
the frontier of freedom, that you’re involved 
with doing two important things: One is find-
ing an enemy and bringing them to justice 
so they don’t hurt our fellow citizens again. 
That mission requires steadfast determina-
tion. The enemy cannot defeat us militarily. 
The only thing they can do is to kill innocent 
lives and try to shake our will. But they don’t 
understand the United States of America. 
We will never be intimidated by thugs and 
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assassins. We will defeat the enemy and win 
the war on terror. 

And the other thing you’re doing is to help 
this new democracy not only survive but to 
flourish. Laura and myself and Secretary 
Condi Rice who is with us here—step on 
over here. We just met with President Karzai. 
And my message to the people of Afghani-
stan is—was the following: One, it takes cour-
age to get rid of a tyrant or tyrannical govern-
ments and to recognize that the future be-
longs to democracy. That’s not easy work. It’s 
hard to recognize that people ought to be 
allowed to worship freely and speak their 
minds freely after living under the grips of 
a tyrant. 

Our other message was, is that the United 
States doesn’t cut and run. When we make 
a commitment, we keep our commitments. 
It’s in our national interest that the work 
you’re doing here, the work of helping the 
Afghans develop a democracy—it’s in the in-
terests of your children and your grand-
children. Because, you see, democracies 
yield the peace we all want. History has 
taught us democracies don’t war. You don’t 
run for office in a democracy and say, ‘‘Please 
vote for me; I promise you war.’’ [Laughter] 
You run for office in democracies, and say, 
‘‘Vote for me; I’ll represent your interests. 
Vote for me; I’ll help your young girls go 
to school or the health care you get im-
proved.’’ 

Democracies yield peace, and that’s what 
we want. What’s going to happen in Afghani-
stan is, a neighborhood that has been des-
perate for light instead of darkness is going 
to see what’s possible when freedom arrives. 
What’s going to happen in Afghanistan, it’s 
going to send a signal not only in the neigh-
borhood but around the world, that freedom 
is the potential. The United States of Amer-
ica believes that freedom is universal. Free-
dom is not our gift to the world; freedom 
is the gift from an Almighty to every single 
person in this world. 

I’m proud of our United States military. 
Many of you volunteered for service after 
September the 11th, 2001. You saw that our 
Nation was attacked, and when the country 
called upon you, you said, let me serve, let 
me join in the fight to defeat the terrorists 
so attacks like that will never occur on our 

soil again. And that’s what you’re doing here 
in Afghanistan. You’re helping to change this 
part of the world—and change the world 
with your courage and your sacrifice. I assure 
you that this Government of yours will not 
blink; we will not yield. We’re on the right 
course, and the world is going to be a better 
place because of your service. 

So we’re here to thank you. I want you 
to e-mail and call your friends, and more im-
portant, your families, and tell them the old 
Commander in Chief showed up for a little 
bit—with a message of appreciation not only 
for you but for your loved ones as well. I 
ask for God’s blessings on you and your mis-
sion, God’s blessings on our country. Thank 
you for letting us come by. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:37 p.m. in the 
Clam Shell. In his remarks, he referred to Lt. Gen. 
Karl W. Eikenberry, USA, commander, Com-
bined Forces Command Afghanistan; Maj. Gen. 
Benjamin C. Freakley, USA, commander, 10th 
Mountain Division and Combined Joint Task 
Force 76; and President Hamid Karzai of Afghani-
stan. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
American and Indian Business 
Leaders in New Delhi, India 
March 2, 2006 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of 
India. Mr. President, distinguished journal-
ists, ladies and gentlemen, I’ve already wel-
comed President George Bush and Mrs. 
Laura Bush on this, their first visit to India. 
I would now like to welcome the U.S. CEOs 
who have traveled to India for this historic 
meeting. 

The President and I have just concluded 
our official discussions, and I’m sure he 
shares my—[inaudible]—executive officers. 
The establishment of this group last year was 
an important initiative stated by the Presi-
dent—[inaudible]—in which the private sec-
tors of our two countries could interact and 
build a roadmap for promoting cooperation. 
I would like to thank the two cochairs, Mr. 
William Harrison and Mr. Ratan Tata, and 
their colleagues for the excellent work done 
in relaying the report which they will now 
present. 
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I have been briefed on the main rec-
ommendations, and I am very happy to say 
that some of the recommendations are al-
ready reflected in the decisions which the 
President and I have issued today. I will have 
more to say on other recommendations a lit-
tle later. I now invite President Bush to share 
his thoughts and initiate the discussion. You 
have the floor, sir. 

President Bush. Well, thank you, Mr. 
Prime Minister. I want to thank the CEOs 
for joining us from both India and the United 
States. Thank you all for coming. 

The Prime Minister and I have had some 
really constructive dialog, starting in Wash-
ington, DC, and then here in New Delhi. 
I would characterize our relationship as 
warm and results oriented. Warm because 
he’s a humble man who cares deeply about 
the people of India, and he’s a good thinker. 
He can see beyond the horizon, which is nec-
essary. 

I say ‘‘results oriented’’ because it’s one 
thing to shake hands and smile for the cam-
eras; it’s another thing to actually deliver re-
sults on behalf of our people. I am a firm 
believer that relations with India are impor-
tant to the United States. It’s important for 
the people of the United States; it’s impor-
tant for people who want to work in the 
United States. And to the extent that we are 
able to achieve mutually beneficial goals, to 
eliminate barriers, and to hear from people 
who are actually on the frontlines creating 
jobs, I think is useful for those of us in gov-
ernment. 

So I’m looking forward to hearing some 
more on this. One of the action steps that 
we agreed to take last July was to set up this 
forum. And, Mr. Prime Minister, it’s good 
to see things happening. It’s good to see re-
sults. And this is a result of an historic meet-
ing, set of meetings. 

And so I want to thank you for your hospi-
tality. Thank you all for coming. I’m looking 
forward to hearing what folks have to say. 
And once you say it, once we figure out kind 
of the roadblocks for further development, 
you have my commitment that we will work 
to remove those roadblocks. 

Thanks for having me. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:38 a.m. in the 
Hyderabad House. Prime Minister Singh referred 
to William B. Harrison, Jr., chairman of the board, 
JP Morgan Chase & Co.; and Ratan N. Tata, chair-
man, Tata Group. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of 
India and an Exchange With 
Reporters in New Delhi 
March 2, 2006 

Prime Minister Singh. Shall I start? 
President Bush. Please. 
Prime Minister Singh. Mr. President, la-

dies and gentlemen of the press: President 
Bush and I have completed very cordial and 
productive discussions this morning. We re-
viewed the status of our cooperation, includ-
ing the agenda that was set on July 18, 2005. 
The joint statement that will be shared with 
all of you today contains a number of an-
nouncements and initiatives that underline 
the significant progress in our relationship. 

Many of the areas that our cooperation 
now covers are essential to India’s national 
development. They include energy, agri-
culture, science and technology, trade and 
investment, high technology, health, and a 
clean environment. This is a highly ambitious 
agenda, one that is befitting our growing stra-
tegic partnership. When implemented, they 
will make a real difference to the lives of 
our people. 

The President and I had an opportunity 
to review the global situation in our talks. 
As you’re all aware, India and the United 
States are working together increasingly on 
global issues. This is not just good for our 
two countries but also benefits the inter-
national community, as we can complement 
each others’ capabilities and share respon-
sibilities. President Bush is admired for his 
strong position on terrorism. And I was par-
ticularly pleased that we agreed on the need 
to root out terrorism, of which India has been 
a major victim. 

I’m particularly pleased that we have 
reached an understanding on the implemen-
tation of our agreement on civil nuclear co-
operation of July 18, 2005. I have conveyed 
to the President that India has finalized the 
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identification of civilian facilities to which we 
had committed. I was also happy to hear 
from the President that he now intended to 
approach the U.S. Congress to amend U.S. 
laws and the Nuclear Supplier Group to ad-
just its guideline. We will discuss with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency in re-
gard to fashioning an appropriate India-spe-
cific safeguards agreement. You will appre-
ciate I cannot say more now, while our Par-
liament is in session. 

Before concluding, I would like to express 
my warm appreciation for the personal inter-
est shown and the leadership role that Presi-
dent Bush has played in the transformation 
of our ties. I have met the President a num-
ber of times, and on each occasion, I have 
admired his vision, his resolve, and his com-
mitment to strengthening our bilateral rela-
tions. Our discussion today make me con-
fident that there are no limits to the Indo- 
U.S. partnerships. 

May I invite you, Mr. President, now to 
make your remarks. 

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, 
thank you very much. It’s a joy to be here. 
Laura and I are really thankful for your hos-
pitality, and I appreciate the lengthy and con-
structive dialog we just had on a wide range 
of issues. I particularly thank the CEOs from 
both the United States and India who have 
worked hard to help develop a way forward 
to make sure our relationship is constructive 
and long-lasting. 

India and America have built a strategic 
partnership based upon common values. Our 
two democracies respect religious pluralism 
and the rule of law. We seek to foster eco-
nomic development through trade and ad-
vancing the entrepreneurial spirit in both 
countries. 

We’re working as partners to make the 
world safer. India and America both suffered 
from terrorist attacks on our home soil. Ter-
rorists attacked New Delhi. We’re sharing in-
formation to protect each other. We have a 
common desire to enhance the security of 
our peoples. We’re cooperating on the mili-
tary front. We worked as partners in respond-
ing to the tsunami. I was struck, and so were 
the American people, that the Indian Air 
Force delivered Hurricane Katrina aid to an 

Air Force base in Little Rock, Arkansas. And 
for that, Mr. Prime Minister, thank you. 

We are committed to promoting democ-
racy worldwide. We are leaders in the United 
Nations Democracy Fund, which provides 
grants to help young democracies develop 
civil institutions in a free society. I particu-
larly want to thank the Indian people and 
the Indian Government for supporting the 
new democracy in the neighborhood, and 
that being the democracy in Afghanistan, 
where you’ve pledged 565 million in recon-
struction aid, plus 50 million for the new na-
tional assembly building. 

On Burma, we agree on the deplorable 
state of human rights in Burma, and all na-
tions to seek the release of Aung San Su Kyi. 
In Nepal, we agreed that the Maoists should 
abandon violence, and that the King should 
reach out to the political parties to restore 
democratic institutions. In other words, our 
discussions are more than just friendly hand-
shakes. We discuss important international 
relations. We’re partners in peace. And that’s 
in the interests of our own people, as well 
as the interests of people around the world. 

On trade and investment, ties are growing. 
We’re partners in expanding global trade. 
The United States is India’s largest trading 
partner, and India is one of the United 
States’ fastest growing export markets. That’s 
one of the reasons we met with the CEOs 
today, is to how to further trade and how 
to further commerce and how to further op-
portunities. 

And, oh, by the way, Mr. Prime Minister, 
the United States is looking forward to eating 
Indian mangos. Part of liberalizing trade is 
to open up markets. And as a result of your 
leadership and our hard work, we are open-
ing up markets. Our Agricultural Knowledge 
Initiative is an important initiative for both 
countries, where we’ll fund joint agricultural 
research projects. 

Prime Minister Singh and I established a 
trade policy forum to address bilateral trade 
issues. One of the areas we discussed today 
is how we can work together to make sure 
that the Doha negotiations end on a positive 
note. Trade is important. Trade is important 
for our peoples. Trade is important to help 
nations develop ways forward, help nations 
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overcome poverty. And I appreciate your un-
derstanding of that, Mr. Prime Minister. I’m 
looking forward to working with you. 

As the Prime Minister mentioned, we con-
cluded an historic agreement today on nu-
clear power. It’s not an easy job for the Prime 
Minister to achieve this agreement, I under-
stand. It’s not easy for the American Presi-
dent to achieve this agreement. But it’s a nec-
essary agreement. It’s one that will help both 
our peoples. 

Again, I applaud you for your courage and 
your leadership. I’m looking forward to work-
ing with our United States Congress to 
change decades of law that will enable us to 
move forward in this important initiative. 

Also, we talked about the Advanced En-
ergy Initiative that I’m proposing in my own 
country. Listen, the whole purpose of the Ad-
vanced Energy Initiative is to end our de-
pendence on oil, and as we develop tech-
nologies that will enable us to do so, we look 
forward to working with India so we can 
achieve the same objectives. Dependency 
upon fossil fuels causes, particularly during 
times of shortage, causes prices to rise in 
both our countries. And it’s in our interests 
that we share technologies to move away 
from the era of fossil fuels. 

India and Pakistan have an historic oppor-
tunity to work toward lasting peace. Prime 
Minister Singh and President Musharraf 
have shown themselves to be leaders of cour-
age and vision. And I encourage them to con-
tinue making progress on all issues, including 
Kashmir. 

India and America are partners in address-
ing other global issues like HIV/AIDS and 
pandemic flu. In other words, this partner-
ship of ours is substantive, and it’s important, 
and it’s strategic. And I thank the Prime Min-
ister for working with me to advance this re-
lationship in such a way that we can define 
our previous meetings and today’s meeting 
as historic in nature. I’m confident that the 
relationship between India and the United 
States is good for the United States of Amer-
ica. I hope it’s good for the people of India, 
and I know it’s going to be good for laying 
the foundations of peace in this world of 
ours. 

So, Mr. Prime Minister, thank you very 
much for having me. 

Prime Minister Singh. It’s a great honor, 
Mr. President, to have you. 

Civilian Nuclear Power Program in 
India/United Nations Security Council 
Membership 

Q. Thank you, Mr. Prime Minister. Thank 
you, Mr. President. Sir, since you have said 
that India-U.S. nuclear cooperation agree-
ment is on, what we would like to know from 
you that how are you going to ensure that 
India’s concerns and Indian scientific com-
munity’s concerns regarding nonstop supply 
of fuel, and also protecting India’s three- 
phased nuclear research program? 

And excuse me, sir, Mr. President, I have 
a question for you too, sir. Sir, you know, 
everybody is saying that India and the United 
States are natural allies. And you have also 
said many times that our strategic partner-
ship is based on common values, shared val-
ues. Sir, then why the largest democracy of 
the world is reluctant or not forthcoming to 
support—the oldest democracy of the world 
is not supporting the largest democracy of 
the world to have a permanent membership 
of the United Nations Security Council? This 
is an issue India would like to hear from you 
more, sir. Thank you. Thank you, Prime Min-
ister. 

Prime Minister Singh. You have asked 
me about the nuclear agreement. As I men-
tioned, we have reached a mutually satisfac-
tory understanding with regard to carrying 
forward the process that was outlined in the 
July 18 statement which I and President 
Bush signed. 

An important step forward is the prepara-
tion of a separation plan, a separation plan 
which separates the civilian nuclear program 
from the military program. That phase has 
been successfully completed. Now it is for 
the United States to go to the Congress for 
necessary amendments in U.S. laws. Also, the 
U.S. will approach the members of the Nu-
clear Supplier Groups, and thereafter we’ll 
also have to go to the International Atomic 
Energy Agency for India-specific safeguards. 

So we have made very satisfactory 
progress. And I thank the President for his 
initiative. But for his leadership this day 
would probably have not come so soon. 
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President Bush. Thank you for your ques-
tion on the U.N. Security Council. I’m not 
surprised you asked it. As a matter of fact, 
I gave an interview to a person from the India 
media in Washington, DC, prior to my trip, 
and that was one of the questions asked. 

My answer hasn’t changed, by the way, 
which is this: One, we support United Na-
tions Security Council reform, and we’re in-
terested in different ways to reform the 
United Nations Security Council. My con-
cern all along, however, is that if we only 
stick to the United Nations Security Council 
reform, we miss an opportunity to reform the 
United Nations overall. And so our position 
is, let’s make sure reform overall moves for-
ward as we think about the best way to re-
form the Security Council. 

The United Nations is a very important 
international body. It’s one that does, how-
ever, require better accountability and—ac-
countability on how we spend money and ac-
countability on getting results. One such 
area, for example, is the Human Rights Com-
mission. The Human Rights Commission 
needs to be reformed in a way that actually 
is able to achieve significant results on behalf 
of the world. 

And so we’re openminded, and we’re lis-
tening. But what we don’t want to do is have 
a Security Council reform measure that 
causes the other reforms not to go forward. 

Suzanne [Suzanne Malveaux, Cable News 
Network]. You probably need a microphone, 
unless you want to belt it out. 

President’s Upcoming Visit to Pakistan 
Q. I’ll try. Thank you, Mr. President. 

There are reports of multiple bombings out 
of Karachi, Pakistan, outside of the U.S. con-
sulate, as well as the Marriott Hotel. What 
can you tell us about this? Will this impact 
your trip, your visit to that country? And how 
does this speak to Pakistan or even 
Musharraf’s ability to contain terrorists? 

President Bush. First of all, I’ve been 
briefed on the bombings. We have lost at 
least one U.S. citizen in a bombing, a foreign 
service officer, and I send our country’s 
deepest condolences to that person’s loved 
one and family. We also send the condo-
lences to the people from Pakistan who lost 
their lives. 

Terrorists and killers are not going to pre-
vent me from going to Pakistan. My trip to 
Pakistan is an important trip. It’s important 
to talk with President Musharraf about con-
tinuing our fight against terrorists. After all, 
he has had a direct stake in this fight—four 
times the terrorists have tried to kill him. 

The Prime Minister and I talked about the 
need to continue working together to fight 
the scourge of terrorism. People—these ter-
rorists will kill innocent life just like that. 
They have no conscience. You can’t negotiate 
with them; you can’t reason with them. They 
must be brought to justice. The bombing that 
took place prior to my trip is an indication 
that there are—that the war on terror goes 
on, and that free nations must come together 
to fight terrorism. 

The way to defeat terrorism in the short 
run is to share intelligence and to take action. 
The way to defeat terrorism in the long run 
is to defeat the ideology of hate with an ide-
ology of hope. And that’s democracy. The 
great thing about being here in India is, it’s 
a perfect opportunity to remind the world 
that it is possible for people of different reli-
gions to live peacefully together. That’s pre-
cisely what this grand democracy has shown 
the world. 

And my resolve has never been stronger 
about protecting our own people by working 
with other nations, to answer the call to his-
tory, and the call to history now is to stand 
strong in the face of these terrorist attacks. 
And we will. 

War on Terror/India-U.S. Relations 
Q. President Bush, two questions for you. 

First—— 
President Bush. Only two? That’s good. 
Q. First, on the nuclear deal, how do you 

plan to sell the agreement to a very powerful 
nonproliferation lobby in Washington which 
has opposed the deal? And second, on the 
issue of terrorism, in the context of today’s 
bomb blasts in Karachi, how do you propose 
to work with India on terrorism, considering 
India considers that the epicenter of ter-
rorism is in Pakistan? 

President Bush. Well, one way we work 
together on terrorism is to make sure our 
intelligence services share information. The 
way you defeat terrorists is you—in the short 
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term—is you anticipate and react to their 
motives and their actions through good intel-
ligence. 

We’re involved in a different kind of war. 
This is a war where people hide and plot 
and plan and then, all of a sudden, emerge 
and kill. And so it requires a different re-
sponse. And part of the response is to commit 
our intelligence services to sharing informa-
tion. We spent some time talking about that 
issue today. 

As well, I will send—bring the same mes-
sage to President Musharraf, that we will 
continue to work with the President to share 
information to bring terrorists to justice. Ter-
rorism is not prevalent only in this part of 
the world. It’s prevalent in the Middle East 
as well. In the long run, terrorism will be 
defeated by giving people hope and oppor-
tunity as opposed to systems of government 
which breed resentment and provide—and 
as a result of that resentment, provide oppor-
tunity for these killers to recruit. 

In terms of convincing the Congress, the 
first thing I will say to our Congress is that 
our relationship is changing to the better. 
You know, sometimes it’s hard to get rid of 
history, and short-term history shows that the 
United States and India were divided. We 
didn’t have much of a relationship. And as 
a result, there are laws on the books that re-
flect that. Now the relationship is changing 
dramatically. People in the United States 
have got to understand that trade with India 
is in our interests, that diplomatic relations 
with India is in our interests, that cultural 
exchanges with India are in our interest. 

One of the things that helps make that 
case, of course, is the—there’s a lot of Indian 
Americans making important contributions 
to our country. And we welcome those con-
tributions. I think there needs to be more 
student exchanges between our countries. I 
think we ought to expand H1B visas for In-
dian scientists and engineers and physicists 
and people in our country. 

In other words, what I’m trying to explain 
to you is that it’s a changing relationship, and 
part of that change is going to be how to 
deal with the nuclear issue. Now, prolifera-
tion is certainly a concern and a part of our 
discussions, and we’ve got a good faith ges-
ture by the Indian Government that I’ll be 

able to take to the Congress. But the other 
thing that our Congress has got to under-
stand, that it’s in our economic interests that 
India have a civilian nuclear power industry 
to help take the pressure off of the global 
demand for energy. 

Obviously, nuclear power is a renewable 
source of energy, and the less demand there 
is for nonrenewable sources of energy like 
fossil fuels, the better off it is for the Amer-
ican people. Increasing demand for oil from 
America, from India and China, relative to 
a supply that’s not keeping up with demand, 
causes our fuel prices to go up. And so to 
the extent that we can reduce demand for 
fossil fuels, it will help the American con-
sumer. 

And so there are several ways for me to 
make the case, which I’m kind of laying out 
for you now, so that—but this is what I’ll 
be telling our Congress. 

Axelrod [Jim Axelrod, CBS]. 

Civilian Nuclear Power Program in India 
Q. Mr. President, Mr. Prime Minister, fol-

lowing up on this just a touch, what kind of 
message, sir, does it send to the world that 
India, which has been testing as late as 1998, 
nuclear testing, and is not—has not signed 
the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty—is this 
a reward for bad behavior, as some critics 
suggest? And what kind of message does it 
send to other countries that are in the proc-
ess of developing nuclear technology? Why 
should they sign the NPT if India is getting 
a deal without doing so, sir? 

President Bush. What this agreement 
says is, things change, times change, that 
leadership can make a difference, and telling 
the world—sending the world a different 
message from that which is—what used to 
exist in people’s minds. 

I—listen, I’ve always said this was going 
to be a difficult deal for the Prime Minister 
to sell to his Parliament, but he showed great 
courage and leadership. And it’s difficult for 
the American President to sell to our Con-
gress, because some people just don’t want 
to change and change with the times. I un-
derstand that. But this agreement is in our 
interests, and therefore, Jim, I’m confident 
we can sell this to our Congress as in the 
interest of the United States and, at the same 
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time, make it clear that there’s a way forward 
for other nations to participate in a—in civil-
ian nuclear power in such a way as to address 
nonproliferation concerns. 

India has charted a way forward. You 
heard the Prime Minister talk about going 
to the IAEA. That group exists to help safe-
guard the world from proliferation. 

Listen, I proposed reprocessing agree-
ments—that stands in stark contrast to cur-
rent nuclear theology that we shouldn’t re-
process for proliferation concerns. I don’t see 
how you can advocate nuclear power, in 
order to take the pressure off of our own 
economy, for example, without advocating 
technological development of reprocessing, 
because reprocessing will not only—reproc-
essing is going to help with the environ-
mental concerns with nuclear power. It will 
make there—to put it bluntly, there will be 
less material to dispose. 

And so I’m trying to think differently, not 
to stay stuck in the past, and recognize that 
by thinking differently, particularly on nu-
clear power, we can achieve some important 
objectives, one of which is less reliance on 
fossil fuels; second is to work with our part-
ners to help both our economies grow; and 
thirdly is to be strong on dealing with the 
proliferation issues. 

Well, Mr. Prime Minister, it’s been a joy. 
Prime Minister Singh. Thank you very 

much, Mr. President. We have made history 
today, and I thank you. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:26 p.m. in the 
Mughal Garden at the Hyderabad House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Aung San Su Kyi, leader 
of the National League for Democracy of Burma; 
King Gyanendra of Nepal; President Pervez 
Musharraf of Pakistan; and David Foy, a U.S. 
State Department official who was killed in a ter-
rorist attack in Karachi, Pakistan, on March 2. 

Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of 
India in New Delhi 
March 2, 2006 

Mr. Prime Minister and Mrs. Kaur, thank 
you for your hospitality. Mr. Prime Minister, 

I’m sorry you brought up the Taj Mahal. I’ve 
been hearing about it from Laura ever since 
I told her that we weren’t going. But we 
pledged if you invite us back to come back, 
we’d love to see the magnificent part of your 
country that we will be unable to see this 
trip. 

This is an historic trip. It’s a chance to con-
tinue to build on the progress we made in 
Washington, DC, progress being a relation-
ship that is—that lasts beyond our time in 
office. It’s a relationship that is based upon 
our common values, that every person mat-
ters, every person belongs, and everybody 
should be able to worship as freely as they 
want to, the common values of recognizing 
the right to people to express themselves in 
a peaceful way. 

Our relationship is one that’s important for 
peace and prosperity in this world. It’s im-
portant that we continue to work together 
to battle the terrorists, to give them no quar-
ter, and to never yield. Terrorism has no 
place in democracy and terrorism must be 
defeated for our children and grandchildren 
to be able to live in a peaceful world. 

Our relationship is one based upon our be-
lief that free and fair trade is in the interests 
of our people; that when trade moves freely 
and fairly, that people in our respective coun-
tries will be able to find good work and good 
jobs and improve their standard of living. I 
believe India has got a really important role 
to play in showing parts of the world what 
is possible when it comes to having people 
live side by side in peace. India is such a 
wonderful example of pluralism, of religious 
freedom, of human rights. This relationship 
of ours is a vital relationship; it’s a strategic 
partnership. 

And so Mr. Prime Minister, thank you very 
much for our dialogs and our work together. 
Thank you for your hospitality. I want to 
thank the leaders who are here with us today 
for taking time out of your busy schedules 
to welcome Laura and me and our delega-
tion. 

And so I, too, would like to propose a toast, 
a toast to the Prime Minister, his wife, and 
to the people of India. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:39 p.m. in the 
Taj Palace. In his remarks, he referred to Kaur 
Gursharan, wife of Prime Minister Singh. The 
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transcript released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of Prime Minister 
Singh. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of these remarks. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Religious Leaders in New Delhi 

March 2, 2006 

The President. We have just had a—a 
very important discussion about the role of 
religion, not only in India but the role that 
religion can play in helping the world be-
come a more peaceful place. I want to thank 
the leaders here around the table. Leaders 
from different faiths have joined us to share 
with—their thoughts with me. 

You know, one of the things that struck 
me during the conversation is, in India, is— 
it’s a country that recognizes the importance 
of religion and welcomes interfaith dialog, 
understands the importance of faith and un-
derstands the importance of people of faith 
discussing thoughts and views that are—that 
are deep in their hearts. 

And we’ve had a—just a—you know, India 
is an amazing country. Just look around the 
table, and you’ll see different religions rep-
resented. But everybody around the table 
also was so proud to be in India. In other 
words, their nationalism was equally impor-
tant then, as their religion. 

We thank the—— 
Acharya Srivatsa Goswami. ——here to 

the world. 
The President. Well, that’s right. That’s 

right. Thank you. Anyway, I just appreciate 
you all coming. Thank you for your kind 
words, and like you, I hope for peace, and 
like you, I’m proud to be here in India. It’s 
a fantastic country. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:23 p.m. at the 
Maurya Sheraton and Towers. Participating in the 
meeting was Acharya Srivatsa Goswami, head of 
the Sri Caitanya Prema Samsthana. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 

Joint Statement Between the United 
States of America and India 
March 2, 2006 

President George W. Bush and Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh today expressed 
satisfaction with the great progress the 
United States and India have made in ad-
vancing our strategic partnership to meet the 
global challenges of the 21st century. Both 
our countries are linked by a deep commit-
ment to freedom and democracy; a celebra-
tion of national diversity, human creativity 
and innovation; a quest to expand prosperity 
and economic opportunity worldwide; and a 
desire to increase mutual security against the 
common threats posed by intolerance, ter-
rorism, and the spread of weapons of mass 
destruction. The successful transformation of 
the U.S.-India relationship will have a deci-
sive and positive influence on the future 
international system as it evolves in this new 
century. 

Reviewing the progress made in deep-
ening the global partnership between the 
United States and India since their Joint 
Statement of July 18, 2005, the President and 
the Prime Minister reaffirm their commit-
ment to expand even further the growing ties 
between their two countries. Consistent with 
this objective, the two leaders wish to high-
light efforts the United States and India are 
making together in the following areas, 
where they have: 

For Economic Prosperity and Trade 
(1) Agreed to intensify efforts to develop 

a bilateral business climate supportive of 
trade and investment by: 

1. Welcoming the report of the U.S.- 
India CEO Forum, agreeing to con-
sider its recommendations aimed at 
substantially broadening our bilateral 
economic relations, and directing the 
Chairs of the Indo-U.S. Economic 
Dialogue to follow up expeditiously 
with the CEO Forum; 

2. Endorsing the efforts of the U.S.- 
India Trade Policy Forum to reduce 
barriers to trade and investment with 
the goal of doubling bilateral trade in 
three years; 
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3. Agreeing to advance mutually bene-
ficial bilateral trade and investment 
flows by holding a high-level public- 
private investment summit in 2006, 
continuing efforts to facilitate and 
promote foreign direct investment 
and eliminate impediments to it, and 
enhancing bilateral consultations on 
various issues including tariff and 
non-tariff barriers to trade in goods 
and services, and preventing the illicit 
use of the financial system. 

(2) Sought to expand cooperation in agri-
culture by: 

1. Launching the Knowledge Initiative 
on Agriculture with a three-year fi-
nancial commitment to link our uni-
versities, technical institutions, and 
businesses to support agriculture edu-
cation, joint research, and capacity 
building projects including in the area 
of biotechnology. 

2. Endorsing an agreed workplan to pro-
mote bilateral trade in agriculture 
through agreements that: lay out a 
path to open the U.S. market to In-
dian mangoes, recognize India as hav-
ing the authority to certify that ship-
ments of Indian products to the 
United States meet USDA organic 
standards, and provide for discussions 
on current regulations affecting trade 
in fresh fruits and vegetables, poultry 
and dairy, and almonds. 

(3) Reaffirmed their shared commitment 
to completing the WTO Doha Development 
Agenda (DDA) before the end of 2006, and 
agreed to work together to help achieve this 
outcome. 

For Energy Security and a Clean 
Environment 

(1) Welcomed the successful completion 
of discussions on India’s separation plan and 
looked forward to the full implementation of 
the commitments in the July 18, 2005 Joint 
Statement on nuclear cooperation. This his-
toric accomplishment will permit our coun-
tries to move forward towards our common 
objective of full civil nuclear energy coopera-
tion between India and the United States and 
between India and the international commu-
nity as a whole. 

(2) Welcomed the participation of India 
in the ITER initiative on fusion energy as 
an important further step towards the com-
mon goal of full nuclear energy cooperation. 

(3) Agreed on India’s participation in 
FutureGen, an international public-private 
partnership to develop new, commercially 
viable technology for a clean coal near-zero 
emission power project. India will contribute 
funding to the project and participate in the 
Government Steering Committee of this ini-
tiative. 

(4) Welcomed the creation of the Asia Pa-
cific Partnership on Clean Development and 
Climate, which will enable India and the U.S. 
to work together with other countries in the 
region to pursue sustainable development 
and meet increased energy needs while ad-
dressing concerns of energy security and cli-
mate change. The Partnership will collabo-
rate to promote the development, diffusion, 
deployment and transfer of cleaner, cost-ef-
fective and more efficient technologies and 
practices. 

(5) Welcomed India’s interest in the Inte-
grated Ocean Drilling Program, an inter-
national marine research endeavor that will 
contribute to long-term energy solutions 
such as gas hydrates. 

(6) Noting the positive cooperation under 
the Indo-U.S. Energy Dialogue, highlighted 
plans to hold joint conferences on topics such 
as energy efficiency and natural gas, to con-
duct study missions on renewable energy, to 
establish a clearing house in India for coal- 
bed methane/coal-mine methane, and to ex-
change energy market information. 

For Innovation and the Knowledge 
Economy 

(1) Emphasizing the importance of knowl-
edge partnerships, announced the establish-
ment of a Bi-National Science and Tech-
nology Commission which the U.S. and India 
will co-fund. It will generate collaborative 
partnerships in science and technology and 
promote industrial research and develop-
ment. 

(2) Agreed that the United States and 
India would work together to promote inno-
vation, creativity and technological advance-
ment by providing a vibrant intellectual prop-
erty rights regime, and to cooperate in the 
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field of intellectual property rights to include 
capacity building activities, human resource 
development and public awareness pro-
grams. 

(3) Agreed to continue exploring further 
cooperation in civil space, including areas 
such as space exploration, satellite navigation, 
and earth science. The United States and 
India committed to move forward with 
agreements that will permit the launch of 
U.S. satellites and satellites containing U.S. 
components by Indian space launch vehicles, 
opening up new opportunities for commer-
cial space cooperation between the two coun-
tries. 

(4) Welcomed the inclusion of two U.S. 
instruments in the Indian lunar mission 
Chandrayaan-1. They noted that memoranda 
of understanding to be signed by ISRO and 
NASA would be significant steps forward in 
this area. 

(5) Welcomed the U.S. Department of 
Commerce’s plan to create a license excep-
tion for items that would otherwise require 
an export license to end-users in India en-
gaged solely in civilian activities. 

For Global Safety and Security 
(1) Noted the enhanced counter-terrorism 

cooperation between the two countries and 
stressed that terrorism is a global scourge 
that must be fought and rooted out in every 
part of the world. 

(2) Welcomed the increased cooperation 
between the United States and India in the 
defense area, since the New Framework for 
the U.S.-India Defence Relationship was 
signed on June 28, 2005, as evidenced by suc-
cessful joint exercises, expanded defence co-
operation and information sharing, and great-
er opportunities to jointly develop tech-
nologies and address security and humani-
tarian issues. 

(3) Reaffirmed their commitment to the 
protection of the free flow of commerce and 
to the safety of navigation, and agreed to the 
conclusion of a Maritime Cooperation 
Framework to enhance security in the mari-
time domain, to prevent piracy and other 
transnational crimes at sea, carry out search 
and rescue operations, combat marine pollu-
tion, respond to natural disasters, address 
emergent threats and enhance cooperative 

capabilities, including through logistics sup-
port. Both sides are working to finalize a Lo-
gistics Support Agreement at the earliest. 

(4) Welcomed India’s intention to join the 
Container Security Initiative aimed at mak-
ing global maritime trade and infrastructure 
more secure and reducing the risk of ship-
ping containers being used to conceal weap-
ons of mass destruction. 

(5) Reiterated their commitment to inter-
national efforts to prevent the proliferation 
of weapons of mass destruction. 

(6) Building on the July 2005 Disaster Re-
lief Initiative, noted the important disaster 
management cooperation and their improved 
capabilities to respond to disaster situations. 

(7) Recognized the importance of capacity 
building in cyber security and greater co-
operation to secure their growing electronic 
interdependencies, including to protect elec-
tronic transactions and critical infrastructure 
from cybercrime, terrorism and other mali-
cious threats. 

Deepening Democracy and Meeting 
International Challenges 

(1) Recalled their joint launch of the UN 
Democracy Fund in September 2005 and of-
fered the experience and expertise of both 
Governments for capacity building, training 
and exchanges to third countries that request 
such assistance to strengthen democratic in-
stitutions. 

(2) Welcomed the decision of India and 
the United States to designate a representa-
tive to the Government Advisory Board of 
the International Centre for Democratic 
Transition (ICDT) located in Budapest to fa-
cilitate cooperative activities with ICDT. 

(3) Agreed that the Virtual Coordination 
and Information Centres set up in Sep-
tember 2005 should be further strengthened 
and a bilateral meeting aimed at developing 
a practical programme for utilization of its 
services be held soon. 

(4) Expressed satisfaction at the expedited 
USFDA drug approval processes that 
strengthen the combat against HIV/AIDS at 
the global level and encourage greater cor-
porate participation to meet this challenge, 
including the establishment of the Indo-U.S. 
Corporate Fund for HIV/AIDS. 
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(5) Agreed to expand bilateral efforts and 
continue cooperation in the area of medical 
research and strengthen technical capacity in 
food and drug regulation in India as well as 
address the concern on avian influenza, in-
cluding agreement to reach out to the private 
sector, develop regional communications 
strategies, and plan an in-region containment 
and response exercise. The President wel-
comed India’s offer to host the International 
Partnership on Avian and Pandemic Influ-
enza meeting in 2007. 

(6) Welcomed India’s membership in the 
Coalition Against Wildlife Trafficking, a part-
nership through which we will collaborate in 
the fight against illegal trade in wildlife and 
wildlife parts; we also welcome the oppor-
tunity to strengthen longstanding work to-
gether on the conservation of wildlife 
through cooperation on park management 
and ecotourism. 

President Bush thanked Prime Minister 
Singh and the people of India for the warmth 
of their reception and the generosity of their 
hospitality. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Joint Statement Between the United 
States of America and India on Trade 
March 2, 2006 

India and the United States agree that 
trade is essential to promoting global eco-
nomic growth, development, freedom and 
prosperity. 

We fully share the goal of completing the 
WTO Doha Development Agenda (DDA) 
before the end of 2006, and agree to work 
in partnership to help achieve this outcome. 

During our discussions, we agreed to meet 
the task with ambition, determination and a 
readiness to contribute, consistent with our 
roles in global trade, and to keep the devel-
opment dimension in focus. The system of 
trading rules to which our two great democ-
racies have contributed immensely must be 
strengthened. Towards this global cause, we 
recommit ourselves and invite all key partici-
pants to demonstrate their leadership. 

We agree that a successful Round depends 
upon progress in all areas of the negotiations 

if we are to meet our goal of promoting de-
velopment through trade. We are committed 
to a DDA result consistent with the man-
dates already agreed that realize a substantial 
outcome in all three pillars of the agriculture 
negotiations (domestic support, export com-
petition and market access); significant im-
provements in market opportunities in man-
ufacturing and services; and appropriate dis-
ciplines, including transparency of regulatory 
practices in services. We also believe we 
should strengthen the rules that facilitate 
trade, where we have jointly made proposals. 
Work in all these areas must go hand in hand. 

We agree to pursue an ambitious agenda 
for the first half of 2006, consistent with the 
important milestones that were set at the 
Hong Kong Ministerial for agriculture, man-
ufacturing, services and other issues, and 
continuing to press for the goal of concluding 
the negotiations by the end of 2006. 

We will continue to work to promote re-
form, respond to the concerns of developing 
countries, and create opportunities for 
growth for all. We are building the trading 
system of the future, where progressive liber-
alization and reform result in improvement 
in standards of living for all, in particular for 
the millions of poor across the developing 
world. 

While working for a successful Doha 
Round, we also reaffirm our commitment to 
strengthen and deepen bilateral trading ties. 
We note with satisfaction the successful im-
plementation of our initiative to create the 
U.S.-India Trade Policy Forum and the CEO 
Forum to this end, and in particular the 
achievements in the areas of agricultural 
trade, investment, trade in services, the re-
duction of tariff and non-tariff barriers to 
trade, and spurring innovation and creativity. 
We agree to promote innovation, creativity 
and technological advancement by providing 
a vibrant intellectual property rights regime. 
As two dynamic economies with many com-
plementary interests, the U.S. and India will 
seek to enhance bilateral trade and invest-
ment ties by expanding private sector con-
tacts, dismantling barriers to trade, building 
trade capacities and strengthening trade-pro-
moting institutions. 
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NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Statement on Senate Action To 
Renew the PATRIOT Act 
March 2, 2006 

I applaud the Senate for voting to renew 
the PATRIOT Act and overcoming the par-
tisan attempts to block its passage. The ter-
rorists have not lost the will or the ability 
to attack us. The PATRIOT Act is vital to 
the war on terror and defending our citizens 
against a ruthless enemy. This bill will allow 
our law enforcement officials to continue to 
use the same tools against terrorists that are 
already used against drug dealers and other 
criminals, while safeguarding the civil lib-
erties of the American people. 

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by 
President Abdul Kalam of India in 
New Delhi 
March 2, 2006 

Mr. President, Prime Minister, and distin-
guished guests, Laura and I thank you for 
such a warm welcome. It’s a wonderful din-
ner tonight. We’re grateful for your hospi-
tality, and we appreciate the opportunity to 
visit your beautiful country. 

It is home to a proud civilization. Thou-
sands of years ago, the people of this region 
built great cities, established trading routes 
with distant lands, and created wonders of 
art and architecture. Its reputation for wealth 
and wisdom attracted many brave explor-
ers—one of them never did complete his 
journey, and he ended up in America. 

Like India, America respects faith and 
family and is rich in diversity. Americans are 
proud that our Nation is home to more than 
2 million individuals of Indian decent. Both 
our nations can take pride in their achieve-
ments. People from India serve with distinc-
tion in American businesses, in the sciences 
and the arts. The contributions of our Indian 
American community have made America a 
better nation, and they’ve helped strengthen 
our ties with India. 

The relationship between our two nations 
is strong, and it rests on a firm foundation. 

We share common interests rooted in com-
mon belief that freedom can change lives and 
transform nations. Today, our two democ-
racies have formed a strategic partnership to 
bring the benefits of liberty to others, to ex-
pand global prosperity through free and fair 
trade, and to confront the challenges of our 
time. As great nations, we now have an op-
portunity to lead, and America values the 
leadership of the great nation of India. 

Mr. President, again, Laura and I express 
our deepest heartfelt thanks. It’s my honor 
now to toast to you, sir, and to the great na-
tion of India. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:45 p.m. at the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan. In his remarks, he referred 
to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of India. A 
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks. 

Remarks in a Discussion With 
Business Students in Hyderabad, 
India 
March 3, 2006 

The President. Thank you for the warm 
welcome. You know, I was a Harvard Busi-
ness School graduate. This isn’t exactly how 
I went to class when I was there, but I am 
honored to be here at ISB. 

Yesterday I had the honor of standing on 
the stage with your Prime Minister, talking 
about a new relationship between the United 
States and India. I am excited about our stra-
tegic partnership. I’m equally excited about 
the future of India. It is in the interest of 
the United States to be friends with India; 
it’s in the interest of the United States to 
work for free and fair trade with India; it’s 
in the interest of the United States that an 
entrepreneurial class grow in this great coun-
try. It’s in the interest of India that an entre-
preneurial class grow in this great country 
so that people can realize dreams and find 
good jobs. 

You know, I said something really inter-
esting, I thought interesting—otherwise, I 
wouldn’t have said it—the other day in a 
speech I gave in Washington. There are— 
the middle class of India is 300 million peo-
ple large. That’s larger than the entire United 
States. And when America looks at India, 
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America ought to look at India as a strategic 
partner in keeping the peace, a great democ-
racy which is capable of having people from 
different religions live side by side in peace 
and harmony, and a wonderful opportunity 
to—with whom to trade. 

One of the things that you can judge a 
country by is the vitality of the youth, and 
one of the reasons I really wanted to come 
to ISB was because I understand it’s the cen-
ter of excellence in education. It’s a new 
school that is using innovative techniques to 
give people the tools necessary to succeed. 

Yesterday I met with some Indian CEOs 
and American CEOs—kind of the old folks. 
Today I’m meeting with the CEOs of tomor-
row, the people that are going to help drive 
this great engine of economic prosperity for 
India—for the good of the world, is how I 
view it. 

And so thanks for letting me and the Am-
bassador come. Ambassador, thanks for set-
ting this up. I want to thank Chairman 
Gupta, a fellow Harvard Business School 
graduate, who helped form this school. I 
want to thank the dean of this school, as well 
as the professors and faculty for being here 
as well, and the rest of the students—thanks 
for letting me come by to say hello. I think 
it would be interesting for you to tell me 
what’s on your mind or ask me questions, 
the whole purpose of which is to help, kind 
of foster this partnership that is developing 
on the political level so that people in my 
own country can see that there’s folks just 
like themselves here in India working to real-
ize dreams and create opportunities. 

So whoever would like to begin, we can 
start. And if not, I’m just going to call on 
somebody—like you. [Laughter] 

Globalization/Trade With India 
Q. I guess I’ll do the honors. Thank you 

for being here. I didn’t graduate from ISB, 
but it seems like a great place. I graduated 
from Carnegie Melon in Pittsburgh—— 

The President. That’s also a good place. 
[Laughter] I will tell you something—she’s 
really smart—to go there. [Laughter] You 
don’t go there unless you’re smart. [Laugh-
ter] 

Q. Anyways, so I’m from the IT industry, 
so let me ask a question relating to that— 

not just IT, I guess generally outsourcing. So 
India and China have experienced a lot of 
growth because of globalization and 
outsourcing, in general—IT outsourcing, in 
particular. And I live in the U.S., so I know 
that there is a lot of resistance in the media 
and also in the industry about outsourcing. 
But as entrepreneurs and as people who be-
lieve in capitalism, we feel that there’s no 
other way to go but capitalism and 
globalization and outsourcing, et cetera. So 
does the government or—does it have a po-
litical strategy on how to manage, do a bal-
ancing act? 

The President. I appreciate it. First of all, 
what do you do? 

Q. I have a IT consulting company. 
The President. Okay. One of the—the fu-

ture of any country is to make sure women 
have got opportunity, and so I congratulate 
you for being a CEO. By the way, I’ve got 
a strong woman who travels with me in the 
Secretary of State. [Laughter] I’m not trying 
to avoid your question, by the way. [Laugh-
ter] 

People do lose jobs as a result of 
globalization, and it’s painful for those who 
lose jobs. But the fundamental question is, 
how does a government or society react to 
that? And it’s basically one of two ways. One 
is to say, ‘‘Losing jobs is painful; therefore, 
let’s throw up protectionist walls.’’ And the 
other is to say, ‘‘Losing jobs is painful, so 
let’s make sure people are educated so they 
can find—fill the jobs of the 21st century.’’ 
And let’s make sure that there’s progrowth 
economic policies in place. What does that 
mean? That means low taxes; it means less 
regulation; it means fewer lawsuits; it means 
wise energy policy. 

So I’ve taken the position—I’ve taken it 
as recently as my State of the Union, where 
I said, the United States of America will re-
ject protectionism. We won’t fear competi-
tion; we welcome competition. But we won’t 
fear the future, either, because we intend to 
shape it through good policies. 

And that’s how you deal in a global econ-
omy. You don’t retrench and pull back. You 
welcome competition, and you understand 
globalization provides great opportunities. 
And the class opportunity for our American 
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farmers and entrepreneurs and small busi-
nesses to understand, there’s a 300-million- 
person market of middle-class citizens here 
in India, and that if we can make a product 
they want, then it becomes—at a reasonable 
price—and then all of a sudden, people will 
be able to have a market here. And so—and 
people in America should, I hope, maintain 
their confidence about the future. 

Thanks for the question. Good luck to you. 
Yes, ma’am. 

India-U.S. Relations/Investment 
Q. I actually went to Wellesley College, 

and I’m actually a student at the ISB. 
The President. Let me say something be-

fore you ask the question. One of the most 
important things for America is to make sure 
our universities and colleges are accessible 
to Indian students, because I find it really 
interesting the first two questioners have 
gone to school in the United States. There 
can be sometimes perceptions about our 
country that simply aren’t the truth, but nev-
ertheless, become stuck in people’s minds. 
And one way to defeat those perceptions is 
to welcome people to the United States so 
you can see firsthand our good side and our 
bad side, and you can draw your own conclu-
sions without being told what to think. 

Sorry to interrupt. 
Q. No problem. This is actually related to 

the point you just made about the market 
with the 300 million people. I actually run 
the non-profit club and social enterprise club 
here at the ISB, with a lot of help from the 
faculty from the Center of Entrepreneurship 
and the student body. And we’re a fairly ac-
tive group who are very—who believe in 
what we call compassionate capitalism, 
through providing for venture capital funding 
for the small businesses and social entre-
preneurs so that they can innovate and actu-
ally sustain themselves by providing afford-
able goods, and using a market-based model, 
rather than the traditional aid-based model. 

So my question to you, Mr. President, is 
what do you feel and how do you feel that 
your Government will support India in this 
sort of bilateral partnership, whereby your in-
vestors can get a financial return, as well as 
create social impact in a developing country 
such as India? 

The President. Well, there’s two types of 
investments. One is private capital, which 
goes to places where people think they can 
get a reasonable return relative to risk. And 
Government can help assuage some concerns 
about risk by having transparency in policy, 
consistent law. One of the things you don’t 
want to do is invest in a country, and then 
all of a sudden, laws change, or transparency 
into why people make decisions, or less bu-
reaucratic hurdles in order to invest. 

People look around at places to invest. In 
my country, for example, there’s competition 
between the States. And if they see there’s 
a lot of bureaucratic hurdles you have to get 
over in order to invest in one State versus 
another, people tend to mitigate risk in order 
to maximize return. 

There’s also public investment, and 
through USAID and other aspects of our 
State Department, we do provide micro-
financing—small loans to entrepreneurs. 

Today I went over to the Agricultural Cen-
ter and saw some of the benefits of not only 
good agricultural research but the concept 
of micro-loans to encourage entrepreneur-
ship, particularly amongst women in rural 
India. And it’s an effective program. And 
microloans have worked around the world. 

And so one of the things we do through 
our State Department, ably led by Secretary 
Rice, I want you to know, is to encourage 
microloan financing. 

Yes, sir. 

Civilian Nuclear Power Program in India 
Q. Yes, Mr. President. My company is 

based in the U.S., and we deal mostly with 
electronic components, exports to India. My 
question is, after this nuclear deal, do you 
think the same thing will come in the elec-
tronics field? Like there are a lot of sanctions, 
export restrictions on shipping components 
to India. That same product they can buy 
at—they pay more, but they get it from Eu-
rope where there’s no export restrictions. 

The President. We’re constantly review-
ing what’s called the Export Control List. 
And I thank you for bringing that up. And 
obviously, as this relationship changes, as a 
strategic partner, the folks involved with the 
Export Control List will be taking that into 
account. 
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Yesterday’s energy agreement was an im-
portant agreement. It’s important for the 
United States, and it’s important for India. 
It’s important for the United States be-
cause—in that we live in a global energy mar-
ket when a fast-growing country like India 
consumes more fossil fuels, it causes the 
price of fossil fuels to go up not only in India 
but around the world, including the United 
States. And therefore, the extent to which 
we can help nations develop civilian nuclear 
power is in the nation’s interest. 

Secondly, India has been an excellent part-
ner in nonproliferation over the past decades, 
and therefore, I can tell the American people 
that this is an important agreement to help 
deal with the proliferation issue. 

For India, it makes sense because it will 
enable India to be able to meet electricity 
needs in a way that doesn’t pollute the air. 
The United States and India and China must 
use technologies to do our duty to not only 
make sure our economies expand but also 
to be good stewards of the environment. And 
nuclear energy is a—is a renewable source 
of energy in which there is zero greenhouse 
gases. 

Yesterday was a—as I mentioned to you 
in our private meeting, yesterday was a way 
to put the cold war behind us and to move 
forward as strategic partners. And I want to 
congratulate your Prime Minister and the In-
dian Government for its—for working with 
me and our Government to show the world 
what’s possible when people can come to-
gether and think strategically. 

Yes, sir. 

India-U.S. Relations 
Q. Mr. President, I did my MBA—from 

Johnson and Wales, Rhode Island, and I 
loved every bit of it. I saw your speech on 
the Asia Society, and I thought it was very 
spectacular. 

The President. Thank you. You can leave 
it right there. [Laughter] No, go ahead. 

Q. My question is, India was never this 
important. Why has it become so important 
now? 

The President. That’s a really good ques-
tion. I think India has always been an impor-
tant country, but the problem is, inter-
national politics made it very difficult for pre-

vious Presidents and previous Prime Min-
isters to reach common agreement. As I said, 
we’re getting rid of the cold war, and the 
truth of the matter is, the cold war caused 
the world to become pretty well divided. And 
if you’re on one side of the divide, it was 
politically difficult to work with people on 
the other side of the divide. 

That began to change, of course. And so 
I wouldn’t say that India was not an impor-
tant country up to now, because it was. 

[At this point, the public portion of the event 
concluded.] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:38 p.m. at the 
Indian School of Business. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of 
India; Ambassador to India David C. Mulford; 
Rajat Gupta, chairman, and M. Rammohan Rao, 
dean, Indian School of Business. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks. 

Remarks in New Delhi 
March 3, 2006 

Thank you. Thank you. Please be seated. 
Distinguished guests, namaste. Laura and I 
have been looking forward to this visit for 
a long time, and we’re delighted to be in 
India. 

Over the past 2 days, we’ve been grateful 
for your kind reception, touched by your 
warm hospitality, and dazzled by this vibrant 
and exciting land. I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to speak to the Indian people. I’m hon-
ored to bring the good wishes and the respect 
of the world’s oldest democracy to the 
world’s largest democracy. 

Tonight we stand on the ruins of an an-
cient city that was the capital of an Indian 
kingdom thousands of years ago. Today, it 
is part of a modern Asian city that is the cap-
ital of one of the world’s great nations. At 
the heart of a civilization that helped give 
the world mathematics, cutting-edge busi-
nesses now give us the technology of tomor-
row. In the birthplace of great religions, a 
billion souls of varied faiths now live side by 
side in freedom and peace. When you come 
to India in the 21st century, you’re inspired 
by the past, and you can see the future. 
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India in the 21st century is a natural part-
ner of the United States because we are 
brothers in the cause of human liberty. Yes-
terday I visited a memorial to Mahatma Gan-
dhi and read the peaceful words of a fearless 
man. His words are familiar in my country 
because they helped move a generation of 
Americans to overcome the injustice of racial 
segregation. When Martin Luther King ar-
rived in Delhi in 1959, he said to other coun-
tries, ‘‘I may go as a tourist, but to India, 
I come as a pilgrim.’’ I come to India as a 
friend. 

For many years, the United States and 
India were kept apart by the rivalries that 
divided the world. That’s changed. Our two 
great democracies are now united by oppor-
tunities that can lift our people and by threats 
that can bring down all our progress. The 
United States and India, separated by half 
the globe, are closer than ever before, and 
the partnership between our free nations has 
the power to transform the world. 

The partnership between the United 
States and India has deep and sturdy roots 
in the values we share. Both our nations were 
founded on the conviction that all people are 
created equal and are endowed with certain 
fundamental rights, including freedom of 
speech, freedom of assembly, and freedom 
of religion. Those freedoms are enshrined in 
law through our written constitutions, and 
they are upheld daily by institutions common 
to both our democracies: an elected legisla-
ture, an independent judiciary, a loyal polit-
ical opposition, and as I know well here in 
India, a lively free press. 

In both our countries, democracy is more 
than a form of government; it is the central 
promise of our national character. We be-
lieve that every citizen deserves equal liberty 
and justice, because we believe that every 
life has equal dignity and value. We believe 
all societies should welcome people of every 
culture, ethnicity, and religion. And because 
of this enduring commitment, the United 
States and India have overcome trials in our 
own history. We’re proud to stand together 
among the world’s great democracies. 

The partnership between the United 
States and India begins with democracy, and 
it does not end there. Our people share a 
devotion to family, a passion for learning, a 

love of the arts, and much more. The United 
States is the proud home of more than 2 mil-
lion Americans of Indian descent, a figure 
that has more than tripled over the last 20 
years. America is honored to welcome 
500,000 Indian tourists and businesspeople 
to our country each year. And we benefit 
from 80,000 Indian students at our univer-
sities, more than we have from any other na-
tion. Indian Americans have made tremen-
dous contributions to my country in tech-
nology and medicine and business and count-
less other fields. 

When I meet with the United States Con-
gress, I talked to a brilliant Indian American 
who represents the State of Louisiana. I’ve 
returned the salute of Indian Americans who 
defend my nation in battle as members of 
the United States Armed Forces. And on a 
sad morning 3 years ago, we learned that a 
brave astronaut born in India had been lost 
aboard the space shuttle Columbia. I know 
that India will always be proud of Dr. 
Kalpana Chawla, and so will the United 
States of America. 

Americans are spending more time in 
India, as well, and it’s easy to see why. India 
is rich in history, culture, and activities— 
from the mountains of Delhi to the holy sites 
of Varanasi to the studios of Bollywood. 
Today I met with a fascinating group of stu-
dents and farmers and entrepreneurs in 
Hyderabad—plus it was exciting to be in the 
hometown of Sania Mirza. To encourage 
more travel and more contact between our 
people, the United States intends to open a 
new consulate in Hyderabad. We’ll also build 
a new, state-of-the-art American Center here 
in Delhi. By taking these steps, we’ll continue 
to strengthen the ties between our two coun-
tries, our two democracies. 

At the start of this young century, the 
United States of America and the Republic 
of India are working together to achieve two 
great purposes: to expand the circle of pros-
perity and development across the world and 
to defeat our common enemies by advancing 
the just and noble cause of human freedom. 

Our first great purpose is to spread pros-
perity and opportunity to people in our own 
land, to millions who have not known it. The 
freedom that sustains India’s democracy is 
now bringing dramatic changes to India’s 
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economy. Thanks to your country’s wise eco-
nomic reforms and advances in technology, 
unprecedented opportunities are coming to 
India, and you are seizing those opportuni-
ties. 

India’s innovative people have begun to 
look outward and connect to the global econ-
omy as never before. Today, India has more 
cell phones than land-line phones. And all 
that separates a business in Bangalore from 
a business in Boston is an e-mail, a text mes-
sage, or video conference. Indian entre-
preneurs have used these new connections 
to meet the demands of consumers and busi-
nesses all across the globe. As a result, your 
economy has more than doubled in size since 
you opened up your markets in 1991. And 
you’ve dramatically raised the living stand-
ards of your citizens. India’s middle class now 
numbers 300 million people, more than the 
entire population of the United States. 

America welcomes India’s economic rise, 
because we understand that as other nations 
prosper, it creates more opportunity for us 
all. In a free economy, every citizen has 
something to contribute. That is why trade 
is such a powerful engine of prosperity and 
upward mobility. When markets are opened 
and the poor are given a chance to develop 
their talents and abilities, they can create a 
better life for their families, they add to the 
wealth of the world, and they can begin to 
afford goods and services from other nations. 
Free and fair trade is good for India, it’s good 
for America, and it is good for the world. 

In my countries, some focus only on one 
aspect of our trade relationship with India, 
outsourcing. It’s true that some Americans 
have lost jobs when their companies moved 
operations overseas. It’s also important to re-
member that when someone loses a job, it’s 
an incredibly difficult period for the worker 
and their families. Some people believe the 
answer to this problem is to wall off our econ-
omy from the world through protectionist 
policies. I strongly disagree. My Government 
is helping Americans who have lost their jobs 
get new skills for new careers. And we’re 
helping to create millions of new jobs in both 
our countries by embracing the opportunities 
of a global economy. 

We see those opportunities here in India. 
Americans who come to this country will see 

Indian consumers buying McCurry meals 
from McDonald’s, home appliances from 
Whirlpool. They will see Indian businesses 
buying American products, like the 68 planes 
that Air India recently ordered from Boeing. 
They will also see American businesses like 
General Electric and Microsoft and Intel, 
who are in India to learn about the needs 
of local customers and do vital research that 
makes their products more competitive in 
world markets. The United States will not 
give into the protectionists and lose these op-
portunities. For the sake of workers in both 
our countries, America will trade with con-
fidence. 

India has responsibilities as well. India 
needs to continue to lift its caps on foreign 
investment, to make its rules and regulations 
more transparent, and to continue to lower 
its tariffs and open its markets to American 
agricultural products, industrial goods and 
services. We also hope India will continue 
to work to ensure that its own people are 
treated fairly by enforcing laws that protect 
children and workers from trafficking and ex-
ploitation and abuse. By enforcing its laws 
and educating its people and continuing to 
open up its economy, India can assure that 
prosperity and opportunity of a growing 
economy reaches all segments of India’s pop-
ulation. 

The world also needs India’s leadership to 
open up global markets. The Doha round of 
trade talks at the World Trade Organization 
provides the greatest opportunity to lift hun-
dreds of millions of people out of poverty 
and boost economic growth in both our coun-
tries. The United States has been pushing 
for an ambitious agreement on services and 
manufacturing and agriculture. Prime Min-
ister Singh and I share the goal of completing 
the Doha round by the end of this year, and 
we’ll work together to achieve this goal. By 
completing Doha, we will help build a world 
that lives in liberty and trades in freedom 
and grows in prosperity, and America and 
India will lead the way. 

By leading together, America and India 
can meet other global challenges. And one 
of the biggest is energy. Like America, In-
dia’s growing economy requires growing 
amounts of electricity. And the cleanest and 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 18:54 Mar 08, 2006 Jkt 208250 PO 00000 Frm 00044 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P09MRT4.003 P09MRT4



391 Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Mar. 3 

most reliable way to meet that need is 
through civilian nuclear power. 

Last summer in Washington, America and 
India reached an agreement to share civilian 
nuclear technology and to bring India’s civil-
ian nuclear programs under the safeguards 
of the International Atomic Energy Agency. 
In our meetings this week, Prime Minister 
Singh and I agreed on a plan to implement 
this historic initiative. Our agreement will 
strengthen the security and the economy of 
both our nations. 

By applying the most advanced technology 
and international standards to India’s civilian 
nuclear program, we will increase safety and 
reduce the risk of proliferation. And by help-
ing India meet its energy needs, we will take 
the pressure off the price of fossil fuels for 
consumers in India and America and around 
the world. We’ll help India be good stewards 
of our environment, and we will strengthen 
the bonds of trust between our two great na-
tions. 

America and India are also cooperating 
closely in agriculture. The United States 
worked with India to help meet its food 
needs in the 1960s, when pioneering Amer-
ican scientists like Norman Borlaug shared 
agricultural technology with Indian farmers. 
Thanks to your hard work, you have nearly 
tripled your food production over the past 
half-century. To build on this progress, 
Prime Minister Singh and I are launching a 
new Agricultural Knowledge Initiative. This 
initiative will invest $100 million to encour-
age exchanges between American and Indian 
scientists and promote joint research to im-
prove farming technology. By working to-
gether, the United States and India will de-
velop better ways to grow crops and get them 
to market, and lead a second Green Revolu-
tion. 

America and India are pursuing an historic 
agenda for cooperation in many other areas. 
We’re working together to improve edu-
cation and conservation and natural disaster 
response. We’re cooperating closely in 
science and technology. And to promote the 
ties between American and Indian scientists, 
we’re establishing a new $30-million science 
and technology commission that will fund 
joint research in promising areas like bio-
technology. 

We’re working to improve health by con-
fronting the threat of avian flu, reducing the 
spread of malaria and tuberculosis, and elimi-
nating polio in India. Our nations also share 
the global challenge of HIV/AIDS. India 
must confront this challenge directly, openly, 
and at all levels of society. And as you do, 
America will be your partner in turning the 
tide against this terrible disease. 

The United States and India have ambi-
tious goals for our partnership. We have un-
precedented opportunities in this world. We 
can look to the future with confidence be-
cause our relationship has never been better. 
America and India are global leaders, and we 
are good friends. And when we work to-
gether, there is no limit to what we can 
achieve. 

The second great purpose is to confront 
the threats of our time by fighting terror and 
advancing freedom across the globe. Both 
our nations have known the pain of terror 
on our home soil. On September the 11th, 
2001, nearly 3,000 innocent people were 
murdered in my country, including more 
than 30 who were born in India. Just over 
3 months ago, terrorists struck the Par-
liament House here in Delhi, an attack on 
the heart of Indian democracy. 

In both our countries, people have strug-
gled to understand the reason for terrorist 
assaults on free societies. We’ve begun to 
learn some of the answers. The terrorists are 
followers of a violent ideology that calls for 
the murder of Christians and Hindus and 
Sikhs and Jews and vast numbers of Muslims 
who do not share their radical views. 

The terrorists’ goal is to impose a hateful 
vision that denies all political and religious 
freedom. Those terrorists lack the military 
strength to challenge great nations directly, 
so they use the weapon of fear. When terror-
ists murder innocent office workers in New 
York or kill shoppers at a market in Delhi 
or blow up commuters in London, they hope 
these horrors will break our will. They target 
democracies because they think we are weak, 
and they think we can be frightened into re-
treat. The terrorists have misunderstood our 
countries. America and India love our free-
dom, and we will fight to keep it. 

When your Prime Minister addressed the 
United States Congress, he said this: ‘‘We 
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must fight terrorism wherever it exists, be-
cause terrorism anywhere threatens democ-
racy everywhere.’’ He is right. And so Amer-
ica and India are allies in the war against 
terror. 

After the attacks of September the 11th, 
the Indian Navy provided vital support to 
Operation Enduring Freedom by relieving 
American ships securing the Strait of Ma-
lacca, and we thank the Indian Navy. Today, 
our nations are cooperating closely on critical 
areas like bioterrorism and airport security 
and cyber security. Our military cooperation 
is stronger than ever before. America and 
India are in this war together, and we will 
win this war together. 

In the long run, the United States and 
India understand that winning the war on 
terror requires changing the conditions that 
give rise to terror. History shows us the way. 
From the East to West, we’ve seen that only 
one force is powerful enough to replace ha-
tred with hope, and that is the force of 
human freedom. Free societies do not harbor 
terrorists or breed resentment. Free societies 
respect the rights of their citizens and their 
neighbors. Free societies are peaceful soci-
eties. 

As your first Prime Minister, Prime Min-
ister Nehru, once said: ‘‘Evil flourishes far 
more in the shadows than in the light of day.’’ 
Together, America and India will bring the 
light of freedom to the darkest corners of 
our Earth. 

Nearly 60 years have passed since India 
mounted a courageous fight for a free coun-
try of your own. The American people stood 
with you in the struggle for freedom. Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt was one of the first 
world leaders to support India’s independ-
ence. Through the decades, India has built 
a strong democracy in which people from dif-
ferent faiths live together in freedom and 
peace. 

India has a Hindu majority and one of the 
world’s largest Muslim populations. India is 
also home to millions of Sikhs and Christians 
and other religious groups. All worship freely 
in temples and mosques and churches all 
across this great land. Indians of diverse 
backgrounds attend school together and 
work together and govern your nation to-
gether. As a multiethnic, multireligious de-

mocracy, India is showing the world that the 
best way to ensure fairness and tolerance is 
to establish the rule of law. The best way 
to counter resentment is to allow peaceful 
expression. The best way to honor human 
dignity is to protect human rights. For every 
nation divided by race, religion, or culture, 
India offers a hopeful path: If justice is the 
goal, then democracy is the way. 

The world has benefited from the example 
of India’s democracy. And now the world 
needs India’s leadership in freedom’s cause. 
As a global power, India has an historic duty 
to support democracy around the world. In 
Afghanistan, which I just visited on Wednes-
day, the world is beginning to see what In-
dia’s leadership can accomplish. Since the 
Taliban was removed from power, India has 
pledged $565 million to help the Afghan peo-
ple to get back on their feet. Your country 
has trained National Assembly staff, devel-
oping a similar program for the Assembly’s 
elected leaders. You recently announced that 
you’ll provide an additional $50 million to 
help the Afghans complete their National As-
sembly building. After so many years of suf-
fering, the Afghan people are reclaiming a 
future of hope and freedom, and they will 
always remember that in their hour of need, 
India stood with them. 

India is also showing its leadership in the 
cause of democracy by cofounding the Glob-
al Democracy Initiative. Prime Minister 
Singh and I were proud to be the first two 
contributors to this initiative to promote de-
mocracy and development across the world. 
Now India can build on this commitment by 
working directly with nations where democ-
racy is just beginning to emerge. As the 
world’s young democracies take shape, India 
offers a compelling example of how to pre-
serve a country’s unique culture and history 
while guaranteeing the universal freedoms 
that are the foundation of genuine democ-
racies. 

India’s leadership is needed in a world that 
is hungry for freedom. Men and women from 
North Korea to Burma to Syria to Zimbabwe 
to Cuba yearn for their liberty. In Iran, a 
proud people is held hostage by a small cler-
ical elite that denies basic liberties, sponsors 
terrorism, and pursues nuclear weapons. Our 
nations must not pretend that the people of 
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these countries prefer their own enslave-
ment. We must stand with reformers and dis-
sidents and civil society organizations, and 
hasten the day when the people of these na-
tions can determine their own future and 
choose their own leaders. These people may 
not gain their liberty overnight, but history 
is on their side. 

Tonight I will leave India to travel to Paki-
stan, another important partner and friend 
of the United States. There was a time when 
America’s good relations with Pakistan would 
have been a source of concern here in India. 
That day’s passed. India is better off because 
America has a close relationship with Paki-
stan, and Pakistan is better off because 
America has a close relation with India. On 
my trip to Islamabad, I will meet with Presi-
dent Musharraf to discuss Pakistan’s vital co-
operation in the war on terror and our efforts 
to foster economic and political development 
so we can reduce the appeal of radical Islam. 
I believe that a prosperous, democratic Paki-
stan will be a steadfast partner for America, 
a peaceful neighbor for India, and a force 
for freedom and moderation in the Arab 
world. 

The advance for freedom is the great story 
of our time. In 1945, just 2 years before India 
achieved independence, there were fewer 
than two dozen democracies on Earth. 
Today, there are more than 100, and democ-
racies are developing and thriving from Asia 
to Africa to Eastern Europe to Latin Amer-
ica. The whole world can see that freedom 
is not an American value or an Indian value; 
freedom is a universal value, and that is be-
cause the source of freedom is a power great-
er than our own. As Mahatma Ghandi said, 
‘‘Freedom is the gift of God and the right 
of every nation.’’ Let us remember those 
words as we head into the 21st century. 

In a few days I’ll return to America, and 
I will never forget my time here in India. 
America is proud to call your democracy a 
friend. We’re optimistic about your future. 
The great Indian poet Tagore once wrote, 
‘‘There’s only one history—the history of 
man.’’ The United States and India go for-
ward with faith in those words. There’s only 
one history of man—and it leads to freedom. 

May God bless India. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:42 p.m. at the 
Purana Qila. In his remarks, he referred to Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh of India; professional 
tennis player Sania Mirza; and President Pervez 
Musharraf of Pakistan. A portion of these remarks 
could not be verified because the tape was incom-
plete. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

February 25 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

February 27 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing followed by a National Secu-
rity Council meeting. Later, in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with widows of prodemocracy 
advocates who disappeared in Belarus. 

Also in the morning, the President had a 
telephone conversation with President 
Alvaro Uribe Velez of Colombia to discuss 
the conclusion of bilateral free trade negotia-
tions. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Idaho and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms and flooding 
from December 30, 2005, through and in-
cluding January 4, 2006. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate William Ludwig Wehrum, Jr., to 
be Assistant Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency for Air and Radi-
ation. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the President’s Council of Advisors on 
Science and Technology: F. Duane Acker-
man; Paul M. Anderson; Robert A. Brown; 
Nance K. Dicciani; Richard H. Herman; 
Martin C. Jischke; Fred Kavli; Daniel A. 
Reed; Hector de Jesus Ruiz; Stratton D. 
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Sclavos; John Brooks Slaughter; Joseph M. 
Tucci; Robert E. Witt; and Tadataka Yamada. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Susan Schanlaber Barnes as Vice 
Chairman of the Advisory Council on His-
toric Preservation. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Jeffrey William Runge as Acting 
Under Secretary of Homeland Security for 
Science and Technology. 

February 28 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 

Bush traveled to Kabul, Afghanistan, arriving 
the following day. 

In the evening, while en route to Afghani-
stan, the President and Mrs. Bush stopped 
over at Shannon International Airport, in 
Shannon, Ireland, where President Bush 
greeted U.S. Marines being deployed to Iraq. 

March 1 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the afternoon, at the Presidential Palace 

in Kabul, Afghanistan, the President had a 
working lunch with President Hamid Karzai 
of Afghanistan. Later, he and Mrs. Bush trav-
eled to New Delhi, India, where, upon ar-
rival, they were greeted by Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh of India and his wife, 
Gursharan Kaur. 

March 2 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush 
participated in an arrival ceremony with 
President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam and Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh of India and his 
wife, Gursharan Kaur, at Rashtrapati Bhavan, 
the official residence of the President of 
India. They then participated in a wreath- 
laying ceremony at the Mahatma Gandhi 
Memorial. 

In the afternoon, at the Taj Palace Hotel, 
the President and Mrs. Bush had lunch with 
Prime Minister Singh and his wife, 
Gursharan Kaur. Later, at Roosevelt House, 
he greeted U.S. Embassy personnel and their 
families. Then, at the Maurya Sheraton Hotel 
and Towers, he participated in separate 

meetings with Indian opposition leader L.K. 
Advani and Indian National Congress Party 
chairman Sonia Gandhi. 

In the evening, at Rashtrapati Bhavan, the 
President participated in a courtesy call on 
President Kalam. 

The President announced his designation 
of the following individuals as members of 
a Presidential delegation to attend the Inau-
guration of President Michelle Bachelet of 
Chile on March 11: Condoleezza Rice (head 
of delegation); Craig A. Kelly; and Karen P. 
Hughes. 

The President announced his designation 
of the following individuals as members of 
a Presidential delegation to the Inauguration 
of President Anibal Cavaco Silva of Portugal 
on March 9: George H.W. Bush (head of del-
egation); Al Hoffman; and John D. 
Stufflebeem. 

The President announced his designation 
of the following individuals as members of 
a Presidential delegation to attend the open-
ing ceremonies of the IX Paralympic Winter 
Games in Torino, Italy: Margaret Spellings 
(head of delegation); Ronald P. Spogli; Kirk 
Bauer; Chad Colley; and Nancy Starnes. 

March 3 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush 
traveled to Hyderabad, India. He then visited 
Acharya N.G. Ranga Agriculture University. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to New Delhi. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Islamabad, Pakistan. 

The President announced the nomination 
of John W. Cox to be Chief Financial Officer 
at the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. 

The President announced the nomination 
of George McDade Staples to be Director 
General of the Foreign Service at the De-
partment of State, and his intention to ap-
point him Chairman of the Board of the For-
eign Service. 

The President announced the nomination 
of Mickey D. Barnett and Katherine C. 
Tobin to be Governors on the Board of Gov-
ernors of the U.S. Postal Service. 

The President announced the designation 
of William Ludwig Wehrum, Jr., as Acting 
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Assistant Administrator for Air and Radiation 
at the Environmental Protection Agency. 

The President announced the designation 
of Sean O’Hollaren as Deputy Assistant to 
the President for Legislative Affairs. 

The President announced the designation 
of Lisa E. Epifani as Special Assistant to the 
President for Economic Policy. 

The President announced the designation 
of Brian V. McCormack as Special Assistant 
to the President and Deputy Director of 
Public Liaison. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers. 

Submitted February 27 

John G. Emling, 
of Pennsylvania, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of Commerce, vice Brett T. Palmer, re-
signed. 

Timothy Anthony Junker, 
of Iowa, to be U.S. Marshal for the Northern 
District of Iowa for the term of 4 years, vice 
John Edward Quinn. 

Patrick Carroll Smith, Sr., 
of Maryland, to be U.S. Marshal for the 
Western District of North Carolina for the 
term of 4 years, vice Gregory Allyn Forest, 
resigned. 

William Ludwig Wehrum, Jr., 
of Tennessee, to be an Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, vice Jeffrey R. Holmstead, resigned. 

Submitted March 2 

Mickey D. Barnett, 
of New Mexico, to be a Governor of the U.S. 
Postal Service for a term expiring December 
8, 2013, vice Robert F. Rider, term expired. 

John W. Cox, 
of Texas, to be Chief Financial Officer, De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, vice Carin M. Barth, resigned. 

George McDade Staples, 
of Kentucky, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Director General of the Foreign Serv-
ice, vice W. Robert Pearson, resigned. 

Katherine C. Tobin, 
of New York, to be a Governor of the U.S. 
Postal Service for a term expiring December 
8, 2012, vice S. David Fineman, term ex-
pired. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released February 27 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed S. 1989 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Idaho 

Released February 28 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice and National Secu-
rity Adviser Stephen J. Hadley 

Released March 1 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan and Deputy Press 
Secretary Joe Hagin 

Released March 2 

Transcript of a press briefing by National Se-
curity Adviser Stephen J. Hadley 

Transcript of a press briefing by Under Sec-
retary of State for Political Affairs Nicholas 
Burns 
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Fact sheet: United States and India: Strategic 
Partnership 

Released March 3 

Transcript of a press briefing by Assistant 
Secretary of State for South and Central Asia 
Richard Boucher and National Security 
Council Senior Director for South and Cen-
tral Asia Elizabeth Millard 

Acts Approved 
by the President 

Approved February 27 

S. 1989 / Public Law 109–175 
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 57 Rolfe Square in 
Cranston, Rhode Island, shall be known and 
designated as the ‘‘Holly A. Charette Post Of-
fice’’ 
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